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A HAPPY FAMILY. 


MR, F. is a gentleman of a refpectable family and genteel for- 
tune. His underftanding is good, his external deportment engag- 
ing, his natural temper fuch as the world ufually calls generous 
andhumane. But, owing ina great meature to the ill effects of a 
miftaken education, and the diflipated affociates of his youth, he 
had unhappily acquired, at an early period, a contempt for reveal- 
ed religion, and a tafte for the fafhionable follies of the age. 

About the time that Mr. F. obtained the poffeffion of his eftate, 
he married a very amiable and fenfible woman; who, not long af- 
ter their union, became deeply convinced of the importance of a 
religious life, and was led to feek her happinefs in fublimer pleafures 
than any this world can afford. 

It was no fmall mortification to Mrs. F. to fee her beloved 
partner far from peace, almoft a ftranger to domeftic comfort, and 
eagerly purfuing a good he could not aitain, amid all the gay and 
diflipated amufements, that folly can fuggeft or fafhion fanétion. 
In vain did fhe uniformly endeavour, by the moft obliging aflidui- 
ties and endearing manners, to allure him to a more rational 
courfe of life. Though his behaviour to her was by no means 
marked with unkindnefs or afperity, the principles he had imbibed, 
and the habits he had contracted, rendered him fo infenfible to her 
affe&tionate remonftrances, that had nota fuperior power interpof- 
ed, fhe might have continued all her days to mourn in fecret, an 
affliétion which it required nothing lefs than the comforts of true 
religion to fupport. Sometimes, indeed, when occafion required, 
Mrs. F. would bear her teftimony againft error and profanenefs ; 
or now and then, when a very fuitable opportunity occurred, fhe 


would venture, with becoming modefty and gentlenefs, to expatiate 
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on the excellency and importance of divine truth, and tenderly 
remonitrate with her hufband on his indifference to ‘the things 
that belonged to his eternal peace.” But if, mfome favoured 
moments, the obtained a patient hearing, and excited a tranfient 
conviction, he for the moit part treated the doétrines of the gofpel 
with fupercilious contempt, and relted fatisfied in the perfuafion, 
that if there were a future flate of exiltence, his own merits would 
fully enfure his felicity. Mr. F. was, however, almoft as little 
remarkable for beneficence to his fellow creatures, as attention to 
the duties he owed to his Creator. For though the diflipated and 


‘extravagant may fometimes drop a tear over the talé “of mifery, 


and make high pretenfions to generofity, it is feldom either in the 
pow er or the difpofition of fuch charaéters to a&t like genuine 
philanthropifts. ‘he meeknefs and long-fuffering inculcated by 
the icriptures, the happy effects of which this gentleman both felt 

and acknowledged in his wife, appeared to: him little better than 
meannefs of {pirit, and narrownels of mind. In his opinion, am- 
bition and refentment were fome of the nobleft qualities of the foul, 
and the firmnefs of the Stoics far fuperior to the humility of Je- 


fus Chrift: though. it was by no means unufual for him to feel 


extremely mortified by the moft trivial difappointment, and to 
have his temper greatly ruffled by the flighteft contradiction ! 

One evening when Mr. F. was returning on horfe back from 
N.... races, after drinking rather freely with fome of his gay 
companions, (a viee he was not generally addicted to) his horfe 
fuddenly took fright ; and he, not being well able to manage him, 
was thrown with great violence to the ground, and received a dan- 
gerous contufion in his head. 

He was brought home fenfelefs, in which fituation he continued 
fome days, while his recovéry appeared extremely doubtful; until, 
at length, the violence of the fever having fubfided, he gradually 
recovered the exercife of reafon. No fooner was he reftored to 
the ufe of this invaluable talent, than awaking, as it were, from a 
dream of fatal fecurity, he became fenfible to all the dangers of his 
fituation, and was filled with anxiety and alarm. A variety ot 
diftrefiing confiderations prefled upon his mind, which for a time 
he endeavoured to conceal: until, at length, unable longer to keep 
filence, he refolved to difclofe the anguith that he felt, to his 
wmiable and afflicted wife. On Mrs. F.’s coming to his bedfide— 
**« My deareft Emma,” faid he, fixing his eyes, which were full of 
tears, earneftly wpon her, **to what a melancholy ftate am I re- 
duced! my health, which I have hitherto enjoyed almoft without 
iuterruption, is deltroyed by one unexpected blow ; and my ftrength 
and vivacity are exchanged for inexpreffible languor. This day 
week was {pent in the height of feftivity, and now I am laid upon 
this fick. bed—perhaps, never to rife from it more! Oh! I cannot 


exprefs how vain and worthlefs all thofe things now appear to me, 
which 
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which then engrofled my attention. My life has been fpent in a 
way that has neither been acceptable to my Creator, nor beneficial 
to my fellow creatures; and a few days more, and perhaps it 
will *be at an end ; and then, what am I to expect? Oh! I know 
not, and fearcely dare to think: for if the things I have often 
heard from you -be true, what an account fhall | have to give of 
mif-{pent time and abufed talents! Yes! if the Bible be indeed 
the word of God, I am undone forever. I have neglected and 
defpifed the bletfings it reveals ; and preferred a few fhort years 
of vain, unfatisfying pleaiures to a ftate of unchangeable, ever- 
lafting happinefs. ‘Though I endeavoured to fupprefs it, I have 
fometimes thought of thefe things when in health, for 1 was then 
far from-being truly happy ; but now, that I feem on the borders 
of the grave, words cannet exprefs to you the view I have of 
eternity. My foul, Emma, clings to life; methinks I would give 
worlds, if I had them, for time to fearch into thefe fubjeéts, which 
I have hitherto fo fhamefully neglected ; and to feek the fa¥our of 
that God, whom I have offended:by my vain, irreligious life. Oh! 
‘how dreadful is the leat degree of uncertainty, when our eternal 
intereft may be at ftake! I am now little able to make inquiry af- 
ter truth ; why did | defer it to an hour like this ? why refufe to 
liften to the tender admonition of the beft of friends ?” 

Such, and many more, were the bitter. refle&tions that arofe in 
Mr. F.’s mind while confined to a bed of ficknefs. His affeétionate 
partner rejoiced, even in the midft of her affliction, to find him 
impreffed with a proper fenfe of his alarming fituation ; the danger 
of which, whatever anguifh might refult from the difcovery, re- 
gard to his eternal welfare did not permit her to conceal. But 
fhe would have felt ftill more fatisfaction at the fentiments he ex- 
prefled, had fhe not known many mournful inftances of perfons in 
fimilar circumftances, who, on recovery to health, became more 
difipated and irreligious than before. 

It pleafed God, however, “ from whom all holy defires, all good 
counfels, and all juft works do proceed,” to complete the happy 
change he had begun. A long and dangerous illnefs afforded 
Mr. F. much time for reflection ; he confidered carefully his pak 
life, and looked forward to that which was to come. ‘When the 
firt alarms of his confcience, and the tumult of his thoughts 
fubfided, he made it his bufinefs to inquire diligently into the 
authenticity of revelation; and, after he was fatisfied on that 
important point, he daily fearched the fcriptures, with earneft 
prayer to God for the teaching of his Spirit, that he might be 
inftruéted in the real meaning of the infpired writers. Being at 
length “ fully perfuaded in his own mind,” he determined, by the 
affiftance of divine grace, that if his life were fpared, it fhould be 
fpent i in a far different manner-than it formerly had been. ‘This 
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refolution he was ever after enabled to maintain; while, as divine 
truth opened to his view, and he was led to contemplate the awful 
holinefs of God’s character, and his ftupendous mercy and con- 
defcenfion in the work of redemption, his heart often glowed with 
delightful affections. Hope took place of fear ; and the more 
he faw of his own demerit, and the evil of his former conduét, the 
more he was filled with love and admiration of the Redeemer, 
who gave himfelf to be a facrifice for the fins of ungrateful and 
rebellious man. In fhort, every thing wore a new afpect to him, 
for he viewed events through a different medium. His preferva- 
tion and recovery from fo dangerous an accident, the kindmefs 
and attention of thofe around him, and the many providential 
bleflings he enjoyed, all afforded him matter of praife and thankful- 
nefs. And he found fo many fources of peace and confolation, 
that in his fick room he felt more genuine happinefs and content- 
ment, than he had experienced all his life before. 

The-great alteration that had taken place in this gentleman’s 
fentiments and difpofition, it may readily be fuppofed, produced 
a correfpondent effect on all his future condu@; and Mrs. F. whofe 
fupreme defire it was to live in every refpect confiltently with the 
charaéter and profeflion of a Chriftian, had now the inexpreflible 


fatisfaaion to fee her hufband concurring in her defigns ; and, on 


his recovery to health, devifing with her fuch a plan of life, as 
might conduce, as much as poflible, to glorify God and benefit 
his fellow creatures. 

In order to this, Mr. F. did not deem it requifite wholly to 
withdraw from public fcenes, and to {pend the remainder of his 
life in ufelefs folitude. He recollected, that neither the examples 
nor precepts in the New Teftament feem to favour a ftate of fe- 
clufion from mankind ; but, on the contrary, while conformity to 
the world is ftrictly prohibited, we are commanded “fo to Iet our 
light fhine before men, that they may fee our good works, and 
glorify our Father which is in heaven.” 

At the fame time, therefore, that this exemplary charaéter, fu- 
perior to the contemptuous {neers of the profane and diffipated, 
determined to break with moft of his former acquaintances, and 
no longer fuffer himfelf to be enflaved with fafhions and maxims, 
that both reafon and religion difapproved, he avoided all unnecef- 
fary precifenefs and auiterity, and mixed with mankind juft fo 
much as his fituation in life required to render him ufeful to fociety. 

To follow this gentleman in his public capacity, (for he feveral 
years filled up an important ftation in the community) to point. 
out the difinterefted benevolence and unfhaken integrity which 
ftamped his actions, and rendered him fuperior to the interefts of 
a party, would exceed the limits of this publication. It will better 
fuit the prefent purpofe, to confider him in his more retired and 
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domeftic life, and to obferve the happy effects which, even in this 
world, are to be derived from genuine Chriftianity. 

Without entering into an examination of the ill effeQs of fath- 
-jonable amufements, whieh diflipate the mind, and render it unfit 
even for the common fcenes of life, much more for the duties and 
comforts of religion, it may eafily be conceived, that perfons of 
the fentiments and difpofitions which have been defcribed, could 
find little fatisfaétion in fuch enjoyments. Mr. and Mrs. F. had 
already too well made the experiment, not to feel that thefe pleaf. 
ures are nothing worth, and at beft cannot be deemed more ja- 
tional than the toys and diverfions of children. Books, converfa- 
tion, the fociety of a few pious and judicious friends, natural phi- 
lofophy and rural recreations, fill up their leifure hours; time 
never hangs heavy on their hands; for, as they are convinced 
that difcontent is the certain offspring of indolence, inclination as 
well as duty daily prompts them to occupy their talents in fome- 
thing that may be ufeful to themfelves and others. ‘ Few people,” 
fay they, ** have any idea of the good that might be done, and the 
fatisfaGion that might be obtained, by a conftant endeavour to 
redeem thofe moments, which are w afted i in indolence and trifling.” 
It is the delight and privilege of the Chriftian, to confecrate his 
powers to God: he emulates thofe bleffed {pirits, who, like “ flames 
of fire,” are prompt to execute their Creator’s will, “ and delight 
to do his commandments, hearkening to the voice of his word.” 
He refleéts on the numbers who are incapacitated, by difeafe and 
various other calamities, from engaging in any active fervice ; 
and thanks the gracious Author of T his mercies, for the exer- 
cife of reafon, and the enjoyment of thofe powers which he can 
employ for the welfare of mankind. In all his undertakings he 
defires to confider the Almighty’ s Will; and the idea that he can 
look up, and fay, “this is the place which my heavenly Father 
hath allotted me—this is the work he hath appointed me to do—-~ 
tends to reconcile him to every fituation, and to {weeten every 
employment.” 

Mr. and Mrs. F.’s family confifts of a fon and two daughters, 
_ whofe education they carefully fuperintend ; deeming it a mot 
important duty and a delightful tafk. Mrs. F. often expreffes 
her {urprife, that perfons of any ferioufnefs fhould deem a few exe 
ternal accomplifhments, which in many inftances might perhaps 
as well be acquired at home, preferable to the forming of their 
children’s minds and morals ; and venture to place daughters in 
fituations, where, from the ufual mode of inftruétion, and the dif. 
fetent characters with whom they often affociate, they are likely 
not only to obtain little ufeful knowledge, but to imbibe many 
falfe and dangerous notions, which are fuited only to cherifh the 
evil difpofitions of the heart. She fays, the great end of educa- 
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tion is, to teach young people to think juftly ; and our chief care 
fhould be to watch over and reprefs the firft rifings of evil tem- 
pers and propentities; which cannot be duly attended to, where a 
great number of perfons are configned to the government of a few. 

Mr. F. alfo, recollecting the many evils he had derived from be- 
ing early educated at a public feminary, declares he can never 
confent that his fon fhould be taught to prefer the heroes of Ho- 
mer to the difciples of Jefus Chrift ; and fuffer him, by mixing with 
diffolute young men, to imbibe a poifon that might never after be 
eradicated, and aflume a confidence and audacity, which, though 
at prefent the prevailing charaéteriflic of youth, is truly difgufting 
to every man of fenfe. 

Accordingly, if thefe young perfons, though by no means defi- 
cient in accomplifhments, would not make {fo elegant a figure in 
a ball-room, or converfe {fo fluently on the lateft fafhion or moft 
favourite opera dancer, as many in a fimilar rank of life, their 
parents have the fatisfaction to know, that their minds are ftored 
with ufeful knowledge; that they have learned to difcriminate 
between truth and error ; that their deportment is modeft, affable 
and unafluming ; and that their hearts are fimple, humble, and 
truly difpofed to love and obey them. Indeed, one of the moft 
ftriking features of Mr. F.’s family is, that it may be called a 
family of love. Here cheerfulnefs and ferenity have taken place 
of levity and mirth; and genuine philanthropy, of ftudied courte- 
fy and unmeaning compliment ; while each individual ftrives to 
fill up his proper place, and by an habitual fweetnefs of manner and 
uniform endeavour to pleafe, to contribute to the welfare and 
comfort of the whole. You feldom or never here are wearied 
with thofe complaints of fervants which are fo frequent in many 
places. The domettics, carefully felected and kindly treated, con- 
fider their mafter and miftrefs almoft in the light of parents ; and 
would, perhaps, feel nearly as much pain to leave this peaceful 


. habitation, as affectionate children, when for the firft time they 


are about to quit the parental roof. 

It is not, however, in the leaft degree meant to infinuate, that 
any in this amiable family have attained to a degree of perfection 
inconfiftent with the frailty of human nature: this mult not be 
fuppofed by us, and is ftill lefs thought of by themfelves. No—-. 
could we fee the perfons that have been defcribed in their moft 
fecret retirements, we fhould find them confefling and deploring 


before Him, who “ fearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins,”? their . 


daily omiffions of duty, and their frequent tranfgrefiions of his 
holy law ; many emotions of pride and-vain glory ; many rifings 
of evil tempers and felfifh difpofitions ; many vain, irreverent 
thoughts in facred duties ; which, though unfufpected by others, 
fiil-them, like the holy prophet, with “fhame and confufion of 
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face,” and. lead them every day to fee more clearly their need of 
a Mediator. 

Neither is it even to be conceived, that in this happy fociety 
there is never any thing to be obferved by others, but what is al- 
together approvable. Alas! here, as well as every where elfe, 
there are f{ometimes errors and improprieties, which interrupt the 
peace and harmony that generally prevail. But then, thefe evils 
are not prolonged and increafed by refentment and mutual re- 
crimination ; fince thofe, who are the moft deeply convinced of 
their own imperfeétions, are ever the readieft to make allowance 
for the mifconduct of others. ‘The perfon who has offended, be- 
ing reproved in a fpirit of meeknefs, is foon led to acknowledge, 
and make conceilion for his fault; or if this be not the cafe, that 


_ facred volume, the unerring ftandard of right and wrong, which 


Mr. F. never fails to read daily in his family, points out what has 
been contrary to the Chriftian fpirit, and reftores things to their 
proper order. Indeed, the conftant obfervance of family worfbip, 
a duty which, however unfafhionable, this gentleman has fteadily 
perfevered in, ever fince he ferioufly engaged in a religious life, 
has been found the happieft mean to preferve focial order, peace, 
and love. 

Mr. F. faw from the firft many of the difficulties he fhould 
have to encounter, in purfuing the plan he had adopted ; but he 
thought the fneers of a few giddy triflers, or {hallow fceptics, were 
not to be put in competition with the favour of the King of 
heaven. Accordingly, among other things, he at once determin- 
ed that the facred day of reft, which he had unhappily fo often 
walted and profaned, but which now often proved to him a feafon 
of the greateft fatisfaction, fhould be entirely devoted to the fer- 
vice of God. All unfuitable vifitants are, of courfe, excluded 
from his houfe: he and his family twice a day conttantly attend 
the public worthip ; not where the genteelef? congregation is aflem- 
bled, but where they may hear thofe minifters who are molt con- 


cerned for the glory of God and the eternal welfare of their hear- . 


ers: whiie the intermediate hours of the day are divided between 
the duties of the clofet, the inftructing of children and fefwants, 
and ferious, improving convertation. | 

Many perfons, poflefled of affluent fortunes, are very ready to 


impart fome of their abundance to the diftreffed; but there are 


very few, indeed, that, in imitation of u1s example, “ who, 
though he was rich, yet for our fakes became poor,” are willing 
to deduct from their own luxuries and fuperfluities to relieve the 
indigent ; and {till fewer, perhaps, who will not only give, but 
feek out, and fympathize with, the fons of mifery and want. Yet 
it is furprifing to think, if a proper attention were paid to this 
truly Chriftian duty, how much might be done to alleviate the af- 
flictigns of mankind, even by perfons in very moderate circum- 
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ftances. But of this Mr. and Mrs. F. are fully convinced, as 
well as of the glaring impropriety there is in the followers of the 
gieck and lowly Saviour vieing in pomp and {plendour with the 
great and gay. And, therefore, though they are truly “lovers of 
hofpitality,’’ and careful in avoiding every appearance of parfi- 
mony and meannels, their table, furniture, and apparel, are as re- 
markable for timplicity and frugality, as their condué to others 
is renowned for enlarged liberality and beneficence. So much 
does a {pirit of benevolence pervade this family, that the young 
ladies experience far more pleafure in expending their pocket 
money to procure a garment for a poor perfon, than to purchafe 
an elegant trinket, or a fafhionable article of drefs, for themfelves. 
Indeed, in this re{pect, their hands as well as their purfes are at 
the fervice of the poor. For though Mrs. F. has naturally a 
great talte for elegant accomplifhments, and in her youth beftow- 
ed much time and pains to acquire them, fhe acknowledges that, 
fince ihe has feen the real nature and excellency of religion, fhe 
cannot find much gratification in any employment which does not 
fome way conduce to the “ glory of God,” and the welfare ot her 
fellow creatures; of courfe, fhe does not greatly countenance the 
purfuits of thofe attainments which are chiefly cultivated in order 
to attract admiration and applaufe. And, therefore, many of the 
hours, which by others would be fpent at the harpfichord, in cu- 
rious needle works, and ufelefs trifles, are by herfelf and her 
daughters appropriated, with far more heart-felt fatisfaction, to 
the improvement of their minds, vifiting the fick and afflicted, or 
working for the poor and deftitute ; by whom they have the hap- 
pinefs to be fo beloved and valued, that the whole village around 
their country feat is enlivened aad rejoiced at their appearance. 

It can hardly be fuppofed, however, that Mr. and Mrs. F. with 
the views and jentiments they entertain, can reft fatisfied merely 
in endeavours to contribute to the ¢emporal welfare of their fellow 
creatures. ‘The benevolence of their hearts, and their implicit re- 
gard to the authority of God’s word, render it impoflible for them 
to feel that fad indifference for the fouls of men, which, in mod- 
ern days, has obtained the miftaken appellation of charity or can- 
dour. “ Our Saviour and his apottles,” fay they, “cannot be fuf- 
pected of want of love to the human race; yet they warn us, in 
the molt folemn manner, of the awful confequences of an irrelig- 
ious life ; and are very far from aflerting that every one may be 
faved m his own way, or the religion in which he was brought 
up. Iltis therefore certainly the duty of Chrittians to ufe their 
utmott efforts to convince men of their real character and fitua- 
tion, and of the neceflity of faith and repentance.” 

Deeply impreffed with this conviction, Mr. F. does not hefitate, © 
in whatever company he may be obliged to mix, if occafion re- 
quire, to confefs his fentiments and bear his teftimony againit 
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vice and profanenefs ; while by letters, books and converfation, 
he endeavours among his relatives and friends, with the utmoft 
tendernefs and propriety, to inculcate the truth and importance 
of divine revelation, and the happinefs of a life truly devoted to 
God. Nor does Mrs. F. decline an active part in this momentous 
duty. When fhe vifits the fick and afflicted in the neighbour. 
hood, to adminifter relief to their diftreffes, fhe feldom fails to put 
a religious book into their hands, or to fay a few words that may 
leave a ferious impreflion on their minds. And, as the education 
of youth is of the utmoft confequence to the promotion of relig- 
ion and the improvement of morals, fhe has lately eftablifhed a 
{chool for the children of the poor, which fhe has placed under 
the tuition of a very pious and prudent woman, and carefully fu- 
perintends it herfelf. By fuch, and various other means, thefe 
amiable perfons have adopted, it is hardly conceivable how much 
reformation has been produced, and what falutary effeéts have re- 
faulted to thofe around them; while the happinefs they experience 
is as far fuperior to any of the poor, fhort-lived enjoyments, that 
ambition or fenfuality can afford, as the heavens are above the 
earth. Oh! that every reader of this feeble, but fincere attempt 
to point out the pars of true contentment, might be prevailed on 
to make the experiment ; and to feek for divine aid to enable him 
to lead a life as much devoted to God, and as beneficial to 
man ! | Path to Happine/s. 
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Religious Communications, 


NECESSITY OF WATCHFULNESS AND PRAYER, 


WHEN lulled to fleep in carnal fecurity, we are in great dan 
ger of being overcome by the temptations of Satan, who is ever 
laying in wait to betray the unguarded, and to gain an advantage 
over them. If we do not watch, we fhall be led aftray from God, 
by the deceitfulnefs and defperate wickednefs of our own hearts. 
This was the unhappy cafe with David: when he was off his 
guard, what dreadful crimes he committed! Hence we fee the 
neceflity of watchfulneis. How many have awfully departed 
from God, by neglecting this important duty, by not watching 
againft the deceitfulnefs of fin! Ah, how far have they been per- 
mitted to wander from their heavenly Father, through their un- 
watchfulnefs ! As the Chriftian is in an enemy’s country, it be- 
comes him to be upon his guard. He fhould be often, yea, con- 


tinually upon his watch-tower. A ftranger pafling through a wil- 
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dernefs, and in an enemy’s country, will have his eyes about him; 
will recolle&t the dangers and the enemies to which he is expofed ; 
will look around him almoft every ftep he takes, to fee whether or 
not he is fafe. Thus fhould the Chriftian act; becaufe he is a 
ftranger paffing through the wildernefs of this world, where fnares 
and traps are laid, where dangers are found, where he has to en- 
counter deceitful and potent enemies, the world, the flefh and the 
devil. If he be not vigilant, each of thefe is likely to draw him 
from the path of duty into the forbidden paths of fin. The Chrif- 
tian fhould be active in oppofing every enemy he meets. He 


‘fhould ftand and watch, not fit down and flumber. Will a man 


in the field of battle be idle and lay down his arms? No; he will 
fight for his life, he will fight for his king and country. Chriftian, 
remember you are a foldier of Jefus Chrift, and that you 
are engaged in a war againft your avowed enemies. Then learn 
to be more aétive ; ufe your weapons well, and fight fkilfully and 
courageoufly againft your own enemies and thofe of your blefled 
King Jefus. ‘“ Refift the devil, and he will flee from you.” Solomon 
faith, “ Keep thy heart with all diligence ;” watch againft the 
abominations thereof; againft vain and finful thoughts; againtt 
the propenfity there is in your depraved nature to pride and covet- 
oufnefs ; againft every thing that difhonours God; and particularly 
againft the diftrefing and damning fin of unbelief. Watch againft 
the allurements of the world, and learn to live above it ; watch 
againft your moft eafy befetting fin; watch, becaufe life is uncer- 
tain; watch before prayer againft the workings of unbelief ; 
watch after prayer againft the rifings of vanity, worldly- 
mindednefs, difcontent, and every abomination. The Chrittian 
fhould watch at all times; beeaufe Satan his enemy does. 
He fhould never be idle, becaufe the devil is ever active. 
Chriftians fhould always be im a frame for prayer, becaufe 
they have always wants to be fupplied. When they neglect the 
duty of prayer, they are moft likely to be overcome and wounded 
by their enemies: when they are deftitute of a proper frame for 
prayer, they are in great danger of falling into fin, and of giving 
way to the leaft temptations. So that Chriftians are never fafe, 
except when confcientioufly attending to the affectionate counfel of 
Jefus Chrift, “ Watch ye, and pray, left ye enter into temptation.” 
W. G. 

P. S. It is hoped, that all praying, vigilant perfons, after reading this, 
will pray more fervently and watch more faithfully : and that all other 
readers, who have never watched nor prayed, will immediately begin to 
watch and pray. or life is fhort, and eternity is long. Alas, alas ! 
Shall we difobey Chrift and deftroy our own fouls ? How reafonable to 
pray for what we want, and to be on our guard againft furrounding 
temptations. Thofe, who watch and pray, will efcape many sins 3 but 
shofe, who refufe to watch and pray, will fall into many fins. ‘. 
| ° 
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To the Editors of the Mass. Miss. Magazine. 


Messrs. Editors, 

A very worthy and pious friend of mine fome time fince lent me her flaff . 
She is a lady fomewhat advanced in years, and has experienced uncom- 
mon affidions. I bad long remarked, with admiration, her habitual 
Serenity, and temperate cheerfulne/s, amid many forrows. On the re- 
ception of this flaff, the fecret was difcowered. It was this, which 
imparted to ber fupport and folace, which foe could not otherwife have 
poffibly attained. Perceiving its admirable properties, from its influence 
on the temper and life of my very refpeflable friend, and perfuaded that 
I have found very great comfort and benefit from it myfelf, (for, though 
not aged, I am the man, who have feen affliction) I am defirous that 
others foould fhare the advantage of it. With the leave of the owner, 
therefore, I fend it to your care, not doubting that you will judge it 
very proper, and even neceffary, for general ufe. If fuch be your 
judgment, it will be underflood, that it is at the entire fervice of any one, 
who fees fit to afk for it. You will find in the enclofed letter, moh of 
its good propertics and ufes mentioned by an ancient owner; but £ 
would add one remark. Though it is feldom ufed at fea, I have knowu 
it to be of fingular utility, even there, efpecially in dangerous florms. 
Ji keeps the mariners fleady on deck, and gives wonderful ftability to 
paffengers in the cabin. 


THE SPIRITUAL STAFF. 


A LETTER, WRITTEN BY MR. W. HERBERT TO A YOUNG MAN; 
WHO HAD LATELY PRESENTED HIM WITH A WALKING STICK, 


My dear Friend Fob, 


YOU were pleafed, not long fince, to prefent me with a flaff 
of your own making, with which I am pleafed and delighted, and 
take it with me wherever 1 go. Now, by way of gratitude and 
acknowledgment, I fend you, in return, a few meditations on a 
ftaff, which I call, 4 Staff /piritualixed ; hoping that mine will be 
as acceptable to you, as yours is to me; that you may take as 
much delight and pleafure in mine, as I do in yours, or more ; 
and that you may be more benefitted by it, than I poflibly cam by 
that which you fent me. Under the fimilitude of a walking ftick, 
I would recommend religion to you in thefe particulars. 

I obierve, concerning a ftaff, that it is an implement for the 
hand, which is an aétive member, The Ifraelites were command- 
ed to eat the paffover with their ftaff in their hands. ‘It is nota 
thing merely to be looked at, but rather to be ufed and handled. 
Such a thing religion is, my friend; itis to be taken in hand and 
practifed, and not to be only looked at, or talked of. Religion 
is real, open, and andifguifed, like a ftaff in the hand. It 1s to 
be felt and experienced in the very heart and foul, and ne a 
cloak 
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cloak or difguife for falfehood and hypocrify. Therefore, my Job, 

do not ftand contented with merely looking at religion or talking 
of it; but lay hold of it, handle, and embrace it. Again, a faff 
is aninftrument for travellers. A perfon iakes it with him where- 
ever he goes, as his cunftant companion; though when going 
abroad he leaves all his other goods and companions at home. 

Thus Jacob went from his father’s houfe, having neither wealth 
nor company but his ftaff. The angel had his ttaff, and fo had 
Elifha. The difciples were commanded to take nothing for their 
journey, fave a ftaff only. So every one that travels toward heav- 
en mutt take religion with him, to be his conftant companion 
wherever he goes, otherwife he cannot travel towards that 
better country. We are not afhamed to take our ftaff with us in- 
to any place or company we go: No, we take it to fairs and 
markets ; upon Lord’s days and week days ; when we go among 
pious perfons or profane. In like manner, my friend, may you 
and I never leave our religion at home, when we go abroad ; nor 
abroad, when we come home; never be afhamed of it in any com- 
pany ; but let it be as open and conftant with us, as the ftaff in 


~ our hand, which we carry ever with us. Furthermore, a {taff is 


a weapon, both offenfive and defenfive. It fervesto defend and 
proteé&t the owner, as well as to offend and hurt his enemy. 
Thus it is a military weapon, or a piece of armour. David took 
his ftaff in his hand, when he went to encounter Goliah. Benaiah 
took his ftaff only with him, when he went to engage with the 
robuft Egyptian. In this, alfo, religion will appear exceedingly 
well ; it will defend the believer, and offend his adverfary. The 
grace of faith, in particular, has thefe qualities. 1t defends the 
believer by quenching all the fiery darts of the wicked: it over- 
comes the world and the devil. The glorious exploits and 
victorious triumphs of faith are recorded in Hebrews, 11th 
chapter. See how religion, under the name of wifdom, is ap- 
plauded by Solomon: Get wifdom, get underflanding ; forget it not, 
neither decline from the words of. my mouth ; forfake her not, and fhe foall 
preferve thee ; love her, and fhe fo foall keep thee. Wifdom is the principal 
thing. Qh! may Job and I ever carry this excellent and ufeful 
weapon with us, until we have entirely gained the victory, and 
have nothing more to fear in the field of battle. The church of 
Chrift hath no weapon but her religious ftaff; yet fhe is to her 
enemies /errible as an army with banners. Moreover, a ftaff ferves 
to fupport, help and direét. It fupports the weak, helps the lame, 
and directs the blind: fo ‘it ferves, in fome meafure, inftead of 
ftrength to the weak, aged and infirm; inftead of legs to the 
lame, and of eyes to the blind. Thy flaff doth comfort me, faith the 
Pialmift. Jacob, in his weaknefs and old age, wor/bipped, leaning 
on the top of his faff God promifeth his people length of days 
in Jerufalem, and that every man fhould be with his flaff in his hand, 


jor 
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for very age. Now the fpiritual ftaff will not anfwer to the literal, 
for thefe purpofes, but exceed it as much as the foul doth the 
body, and as eternity is more important than time; for it makes 
the weak ftrong, thé Jame to walk uprightly, and the blind to fee 
clearly. It ftrengthens the weak hands, and confirms the feeble 
knees. It opens the eyes of the blind, and brings men from dark- 
nefs into God’s marvellous light. 1t enables the lame to leap as 
ahart. O! happy the owner of this ftaff! May you and 1 find 
muen benefit by it. 

Again, a ftaff is a riding and a walking inftrument: I make 
ufe of it both ways ; though more in the former, as I ride much, 
and walk but little. Balaam, riding on his afs, had his ftaff in 
his hand. As a ftaff will fuit both the horfeman and footman, fo 
religion well becomes the rich and the poor, high and low, 
perfons of all ranks and degrees. _ It is neither beneath the prince, 
nor above the peafant; but very commodious, nay, abfolutely 
neceflary for both. The rich man cannot ride fafe and bold 
without his fpiritual ftaff, neither can the poor man walk well 
without it; therefore, my Job, whether you be a footman or 
horfeman, venture not without this ftaff; you will find it exceed- 
ingly ufeful, for her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace, both to the fervant and matter. 

But a ftaff adds to the weight of the traveller, yet enables him 
to go fafter. It makes him heavier, yet nimbler; it might feem 
to hinder, but really helps. It is a burthenand ftill an advantage. 
In this refpect it is like fhoes to a perfon ona journey ; though 
they add to his weight, they enable him to walk better. Wings 
are an additional weight to the bird, but without them he could 
not fly. Religion is called a yoke and aburthen. In this light 
you may fuppofe it to be a weight and trouble; but the burthen is 
light, and the yoke eafy. Some think religion i» be entire flavery, 
but imagine fin to be the moft extenfive liberty that can be en- 
joyed: whereas the perfons, who have tried both, know by expe- 
rience, that fuch as are under the dominion of fin are flaves and 
captives with a witnefs, but thofe, who are truly religious, enjoy the 
belt liberty, and are free indeed. Chrift appeared to deftroy the 
works, or {nares of the devil; to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prifon to them that were bound. If the Son make you 
free, then are you free indeed. Therefore, my dear friend, let not the 
weight of this ftaff frighten you; if you make ufe of it, inflead of 
being a hinderance, you will find it will have a mighty tendency to 
facilitate and accelerate your journey heavenward. To fear the 
Lord, and depart from evil, fhall be health to thy navel, and marrow 
pi bones. In fhort, without this ftaff, you can never enter inte 
glory. | 
Finally ; a ftaff is ufed for ornament. A perfon often takes it 
in his hand, not fo much for his affiflance in walking, but becaufe 
it 
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it adorns the traveller. Judah adorned’himfelf with his fignet, 
bracelet, and ftaff. We read of a ftaff called Beauty. Be it 
known unto you, my friend, that religion is the greateft orna- 
ment in the world, and is, in the fight of God, of great price. 
Thofe, who are religious indeed, are an ornament and credit to 
the gofpel now, and they fhall be forever as jewels in the crown 
of King Jefus, to adorn even heaven itfelf ! 

That you may be adorned with grace here, and glory hereafter, 
is the affectionate wilh of 

Your fincere Friend, 
W. HERBERT, 


eee ae 
LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. No. XI, 


Continued from page 92. 


My yvounc FRIENDS, 


THE vaft importance of the do¢trine of regeneration, is the only 
apology I fhall offer for the farther confideration of it in this num- 
ber. A miftake in this effential pari of religion may prove fatal. 
It is therefore incumbent on m.:, as well as interefting to you, that 
this fubje& fhould be profecuted in: a diltin@, clear, and compre- 
henfive manner. I am far irom fuppofing, that all the knowledge, 
which can be communicated to you on the fubject by the moft ac- 
curate defcription, will have any pofitive efficacy in producing 
this effential change. It is however important that it be pointed 
out in fuch a manner, that you may fee clearly, whether you have 
ever been fenfible of any alteration in the feelings and difpofition of 
your minds, on which you may be authorized to place confidence, 
as on real converfion. In many perfons of apparent ferioufnefs, 
who yet are deftitute of true piety, there is an inclination to flatter 
themfelves, that they have been the fubjects of the fpecial opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. With this indefinite, and I may add, 
groundlefs hope, which does not always {fatisfy even themfelves, 
they live from one day to another ; afraid, yet anxious to examine 
the foundation, on which their trembling expeétations of happinedfs 
are built. From this fatal delufion, from this prepofterous timidi- 
ty, from this tormenting delay, I with, if pofiible,to guard you. I 
with to bring you to a fatisfactory and impartial decifion on your 
own characters. The truth muft not be difguifed; you are in 
imminent danger of deception from your own hearts. You are in 
danger of miltaking fome partial and temporary change of feeling, 
fome fudden impreflion on the mind, fome momentary glow of af- 
fection for regeneration, or the commencement of holy ation. In 
order, therefore, to guard you from this pra¢tical error, which has 

been 
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been deftrudtive to thoufands, I fhall endeavour to defcribe fome of 
the confequences, which may be confidered as evidences of genuine 
converfion. 

The firft effeé&t, which I fhall notice, is the alteration of thofe 
views and exercifes, which have God for their object. Before the 
heart is renewed, thefe exercifes are rare, languid, and merely f{pec- 
ulative, when confidered as belonging to the intelleé& ; when view- 
ed as exercifes of the heart, they are characterized by indifference, 
difapprobation, or violent oppofition, according to the obfcurity, 
or diltinétnefs of the perception. When the heart is regenerated, 
contemplation on the divine character is habitual, vigorous, and 
operative ; attended with ardent affection, fubjecét however to vari- 
ation in proportion to the clearne{s of the view. While the heart 
remains in its natural ftate, there is no delight in God; when the 
moral chara¢ter is changed, the views of the divine perfections af- 
ford pleafure tothe mind. The finner flies from God with a kind 
of dread and horror of his prefence ; the faint feeks him with holy 
defire, and feels an uneafinefs and want, that cannot be’ fatisfied 
without an intimation of pardon, and a fenfe of divinelove. The 
animation and fervour of devout affection are expreffed in the 
{criptures in the flrongeft terms. ‘ As the hart panteth after the 
water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after thee, OQ God. My foul 
thirfteth for God, for the living God ; when {hall I come and ap- 
pear before God ?”’? To the renewed mid God is the choice of the 
heart, the centre of the affections. The foul that is born again 
confiders the glory of God, manifefted in the felicity of the uni- 
verfe, as the fupreme and ultimate object of defire ; and makes ev- 
ery thing elfe fubordinate to this. The unregenerate have no 
jut fenfe of their natural and unalienable obligation to glorify 
God in their thoughts, words and actions. Thofe, on the other 
hand, who are born of God, are fenfible that it is the duty of every 
rational creature to love God with all the heart, and to confecrate 
all their powers and faculties to the Creator. ‘The natural man 
thinks in his heart, that the worfhip of God is a hard fervice; he 
will fubmit to the external forms for the fake of efcaping the pun- 
ifhment, which is the confequence of neglect ; he would rejoice to 
be releafed from the difagreeable duty, and will improve every op- 
portunity of relaxation, which he can perfuade himfelf is not abfo- 
lutely forbidden. He derives his pleafure, not from the perform- 
ance of the various duties, which he owes to his Creator, but from 
thofe occafional intervals, which he imagines are allowed for his 
recreation and amufement. On the other hand, thofe, who have 
been renewed in the difpofition of their mind, find it their pleaf- 
ure and their delight to difcharge the duties of religion, to engage 
in the worfhip of God, and to be conftantly employed in thofe ac- 
tions, which he has prefcribed. He wifhes for no other amufe- 
mient 
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ment than what he finds in thofe devout exercifes, which are the 
mott rational and the moft noble employment. He envies not the 
happinefs of thofe, who prefer the inlipid pleafures of this world to 
that enjoyment, which he derives from the religious contempla- 
tion of the divine perfeétions and government. 

I would here afk your candid indulgence for any repétition of 
former fentiments, which I have made in the preceding particular, 
or which | may make in thofe, that follow; as my prefent fitua- 
tion prevents my recurring to former letters. 

The effect, which I fhall next confider, is that which relates to 
the Saviour, as an object of affection. In the view of thofe, who 
are in an unconverted ftate, the Saviour has no form, comelinefs, 
orbeauty. ‘They confider all the truths, relating to the character, 
perfon, and office of the Mediator, as abfurd, and fuited only for 
the enthufiaft ; or, at leaft, as unintelligible, cold, and infipid; as 
deftitute of every quality, which can entertain the rational Chrif- 
tian. ‘Trufting to their own righteoufnefs, and relying ona delu- 
five opinion of their own merits, they know not the value of the 
Saviour. But that change, which you mutt all experience, if 
you ever obtain the heavenly felicity, is followed by exercifes 
totally different from thefe. To all thofe, who have been 
regenerated, the name of the Saviour is precious. The ftrong- 
eft language is too weak to expreis their gratitude and their 
love. Deeply penetrated with a fenfe of guilt, and confcious of 
their own weaknels, they “count all things but lofs, for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus their Lord.”” They re- 
nounce all claim to merit, and build their only hope on the righte- 
oufnefs and atonement of the Redeemer. 

In the third place, thofe, who have been regenerated, have new 
views of the ordinances of Chrift. Formerly they were burden- 
fome, now they are delightful. The Sabbath might in fome fenfe 
be ebferved ; public worfhip might be attended from the motive of 
habit, fafhion or applaufe ; there might be an approach to the table 
of the Lord; but in none of thefe exercifes was there any delight 
arifing from the view of that Being, who fhould have been their ob- 
je&. Now they “call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
and honourable.” They rejoice to meet with other Chriftians, to 
worfhip their common Creator and Governor, and to fee the 
power and glory of God in the fan@uary. They readily adopt 
the fervent expreflions of the pious Pialmi(t ; * O,; how love I thy 
law; it is my meditation all the day. 1 was glad when they faid 
unto me, let us go into the houfe of the Lord.’’ 

Another confequence of regeneration, worthy of your notice, 
confilts in the change of thofe views and apprehenfions, which re- 
{pect themfelves, their own ftate and character. It is natural to 
every man toconfider himielf as his own matter, to make his right 


as extenfive as his pleafure, and to view every law, which counter- 
acts 
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acts his feelings, as a hard and tyrannical reftraint. But, when 
the Holy Spirit has produced the change, they feel that they be- 
long to God, that he has a perfect right to demand their fervice, 
and to employ them in the promotion of his caufe. They now re- 
member their Creator, confeis their folemn obligations, and no 
longer arrogate to themfelves the liberty of ufing their faculties, 
- wealth and influence in the promotion of felf-intereft. 

Thefe exercifes are intimately connected with fimilar views of 
their fellow creatures. The regenerate confider all mankind as 
the fubjects of God’s moral government, as beings formed for the 
glory of their Creator, and as candidates for immortal exiftence. 
In this view, the feelings of faints correfpond with the charatters of 
their fellow men. They have a ftrong attachment to thofe, who 
bear the image of Chrift; but, while they have benevolence for 
others, they are difpleafed with their characters, as being unfriend- 
ly to God. 

I would alfo add, that the regenerate have new apprehenfions of 
eternity. Formerly the vanities, occupations, and amufements of 
time engroffed all their attention, and fhared all their affections ; 
fo that eternity with its momentous concerns made but little im- 
preflion on their minds. But now it prefents itfelf to their view in 
fuch an impreffive light, that the objects of time appear in their 
proper colours. 

Here I fhall take the liberty, my young friends, to tranfcribe a 
paflage from the writings of the celebrated Dr. Wiiherfpoon, 
Speaking of eternity the Dr. fays, * Let us here ftand flill, and 
paufe'a little. Let me befeech every reader to ponder this reflec. 
tion, which I cannot pafs. Oh! what concern have we all in an 
everlafting, endlefs eternity! O fubjeé without bounds! Who is 
able to do it jultice in words? Who is able to reach it even in 
thought? Happinefs, that fhall continue through everlailing ages 
Mifery, anguifh, torment, that fhall never have an end! Are we 
all, without exception, to be fo divided at laft? Yes; the great 
Judge fhall feparate the righteous from the wicked; and thal! tet 
the one on his right hand, and the other on his left. Shall then 
companions on earth; -fhall fellow citizens, and fellow foldiers ; 
the deareft friends, and the neareft relations, be parted afunder, and 
take a long, long, eternal farewel? O the ftrong deceit and illufion 
of fin, thatis able to hide eternity from dying men! O the in- 
conceivable blindnefs of thofe, who are unmindful of a future ftate 
while they inhabit thefe tabernacles of clay, which are fo often 
tottering, which are daily wafting, and fhall fo foon fall in pieces, 
arid crumble into duft! How is it poflible we fhould forget, that 
in a little time, we mult all appear before the judgment feat of 
Chrift 2” : 

Now, my young friends, I befeech you, as you value your ever- 
lafting felicity, to compare your'exercifes with thefe, which I have 
Vol. V. No. 4. S attempted 
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attempted to defcribe, as belonging to the friends of God. If you 
poffefs them, you are happy indeed ; but, if not, your fituation is 


truly alarming. oe ‘ 
ATOR. 
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BETTER FROM A YOUNG WOMAN IN LIVERPOOL (N. S.) TO HER 
FEMALE FRIEND IN SALEM. 1807. 


My dear Friend, 


I TAKE the liberty to write, becanfe I think it will 
rejoice your heart to hear of the profperity of Zion; and 
I long that the glad tidings fhould fpread to the remoteft 
corners of the earth. There has been one of the moft wonder- 
ful reformations here that ever was known; it has been a day 
of Pentecoft indeed, a great day of God’s power; for about a 
fortnight it was a Sabbath all over Liverpool ; all kinds of labour 
ceafed, veffels ftopt loading, ftores were fhut-up, and all, from the 
greatelt to the lea‘t, were inquiring, “ What they, fhould do to be 
faved.” ‘The meeting houfes were opened night and day ; indeed 
every houfe was a meeting houfe by turns, for the power of God 
would ftrike them at home, the houfe would be thronged direétly, 
and there would be perhaps half a dozen converted in a few hours 
time ; they would go right to their companions or neighbours, 
and fay, God has redeemed my foul; he has taken me out of the 
horrible pit and miry clay, and put a new fong into my mouth, 
even praife to God. Come, my dear friend, fhare a part ; there 
is room enough in my Father’s kingdom. So it has gone on 
through the place ; fometimes there would be a thoufand people 
aflembled in our meeting houfe, and not a dry eye or an uncon- 
cerned countenance there. The great and rich, the learned and 
honourable, as well as the poor and defpifed, are brought to bow 
to the f{eeptre of Jefus, and little children are lifping out the praifes 
of God. It is thought there are five hundred brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. I could write a volume, but I only mar 
the truth, for language will not exprefs the glorious work. 

O, how far I was from religion when I faw you laft! my. 
mind was carried away captive into Babylon, and how could I 
fing one of Zion’s fongs in a ftrange land? My harp was hung 
upon the willows! * 

But O, my friend, I can blefs God there is a glorious reality in 
experimental religion! I can fay this night, with the energy of 
truth, that I am a living witnefs for the caufe of Chrift; that we 
muft be born again or never enter the kingdom of heaven; that 
we mult be flain by the law and made alive by grace, free, un- 

merited 
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merited grace! O, that it might fpread from fhore to fhore, that 
the knowledge of the Lord might cover the earth as the waters 
do the feas! I can write no more. 

Give my love to Mrs. Lawrence; tell her 1 hope and truft I 
fhall meet her at the right hand of God; and O, that each one of 
the family might be there ! 

That every gofpel blefling may attend you is the wifh and 
prayer of your friend, nk aay 


BRIEF SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, IN A SERIES OF LET- 
TERS TO A STUDENT IN = —— UNIVERSITY, BY HIS FATHER. 


Letter Il. 


Continued from page 55. 





My dear Son, 


I HAVE already prefented to your view the fituation, of things, 
generally, in the world, at the birth of our Saviour; briefly de- 
{canted on his life, doétrines, death and refurreétion ; on the char- 
acter of his apoftles; on their preaching; on the fpread of Chrif- 
tianity, and on the perfecutions which happened to the Chriftian 
church. On thefe fubjeéts feveral reflections were fuggeited. 

In refuming the general fubje&, you will recolleé& that we are 
yet within the limits of the firlt century of the Chriftian era. 

A great and important end of Chrift’s miffion into the world 
was to form a univerfal church out of “all nations of men that 
dwell on all the face of the earth,” and to extend its limits from 
age to age. 

But in order to this it was neceflary, firft, to appoint extraordi- 

nary teachers, fuch as the apoltles and the feventy diiciples, who, 
under the divine guidance and operation, converting Jews and 
Gentiles to the truth, fhould ereé&t, every where, Chriltian affem- 
blies ; and then to eftablifh ordinary minifters and interpreters of 
the divine will, who fhould repeat and enforce the doctrines deliv- 
ered by Chrift and his apoftles, and who fhould in a line of fuccef- 
fion continue to the end of time. This, the wife and benevolent 
“Founder of our holy religion faw to be neceflary. And, is it not 
to be prefumed that the belt fyftem of religion, which you will 
readily admit is the Chriftian fyftem, would foon either dwindle to 
nothing, or become egregioufly corrupted, if it were not perpet- 
ually inculeated by a regular and pious miniftry ? 

The twelve apoftles of our Lord and the feventy difciples, whom 
he fent forth to teach and preach, are to be confidered: as extraor- 
dinary teachersin the church. To thefe may be added the evan- 
gelifts, who were perfons, fent to inftrud the nations, by the 4 
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tles. In this rank alfo may be placed, thofe, on whom were con. 
ferred the miraculous gift of {peaking with other tongues. 

As to the external form of the church, no precife method ap- 
pears to have been prefcribed, either by Chrift or his apoftles, by 
which it fhould be governed. General rules only are laid down. 
Whence it feems but reafonable to infer, that the regulation of 
Chriftian churches is, in fome meafure, at leaft, to be accommo- 
dated to times and circumftances. Provided the general regula- 
tions, as prefcribed in the gofpel, refpecting external form be ad- 
hered to by Chriftian churches, they have a right, it fhould feem, 
to adopt and carry into effect fiich meafures relative to difcipline 
and government, as fhall be moft conducive to general con- 
venience and benefit. 

The writers of the facred books contained in the New Tefta- 
ment it is univerfally admitted, by Chriftians, were the apoftles of 
our Lord. Several other writers there were, in the firft century, 
whofe writings, although not efteemed as canonical, were, nevers 
thelefs, in feveral refpeéts ufeful, and contributed to the further- 
ance of Chriftianity. 

Precifely to afcertain the time when the feveral books of the 
New Teftament were colleéted into one volume is not practicable 
at this diftant period. The probability, however, is, that they 
were thus collected before the’ clofe of the firft century of the 
Chriftian era. | 

The religion contained in thefe books, it is to be obferved, is 
comprehended in two great points; of which, the firft regards 
what we are to believe, and the other relates to conduét. In oth- 
er words, the gofpel prefents to us objects of faith and rules of 
practice. The former are exprefled by the apottles, by the term 
myftery or the truth, and the latter by that of godlineds or piety. 

It will eafily be imagined that perfect unity and peace could 
not be expected to continue long in the church, fince it was com- 
pofed of Jews and Gentiles, who had been accuftomed to regard 
each other with irreconcileable averfion. Befides, it is but natu- 
ral to fuppofe, that notwithftanding they had embraced the Chrif- 
tian religion as the common faith, they would retain fome degree 
of attachment to the religious rites and ceremonies, to which they 
had formerly been accuftomed. Add to this, that however it be 
admitted they were, in general, fincere converts or real Chriftians, 
it is to be recollected that they were but babes in knowledge, and 
{ubject to much imperfection. Thefe things confidered, it fhould ex- 
cite no furprife, that divifions, both in fentiment and in praétice, 
foon arofe among them. The feeds of divifion and controverfy. 
were indeed early fown, and fprang up into animofities and dif- 
fentions. An unhappy controverfy was early fet on foot in the 
church of Antioch, which regarded the neceflity of obferving the 
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Mofaic, or ceremonial law, an account of which, and of its ter- 
mination, we have in Aéts xv. This controverfy was followed by 
feveral others, either with the Jewifh Chriflians, who had been 
ftrongly attached to the worfhip of their anceftors, or with thofe 
who had been converted to Chriftianity from paganifm, and who 
ftill retained a fondnefs for fome of their former notions and 
practices. St. Paul and other apoftles have, in feveral places in 
their writings, mentioned thefe controverfies, but with fuch brevi,y 
ty, that it is difficult, at this diflance of time, to come at the true 
{tate of the fubjects controverted. 

The diftinguifhing religious rites or inftitutions in the Chriftian 
church were baptifm and the holy fupper. Thefe were defigned, 
from the beginning, to be continued in the church till Chrift, their 
great Inftitutor, fhould make his appearance at the end of the world. 
And they are indeed highly neceflary to keep alive in the minda 
due fenfe of our holy religion, and to excite Chriflians to grow in 

race and in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, their Saviour. 

With refpe& to religious worfhip among Chriftians, it is to be 
obferved, that they were fcrupuloufly punctual in devoting the firft 
day of the week to this purpofe. ‘Vhofe churches which confilted 
principally of Jews, obferved not only the firft day of the week, as 
holy time, but alfo the feventh day. It likewife appears from 
ecclefiaftical documents that all the Chriftian churches religioufly 
obferved two great anniverfary feftivals ; the one, in memory of 
Chrift’s glorious refurrection, and the other, to commemorate the 
defcent of the Holy Ghoft upon the apoltles, on the day of Pente, 
coft. In addition to thefe ftated feafons for the worfhip of God, 
and their Saviour, Chriftians ufed very frequently to meet together 
at each other’s houfes for focial prayer, for mutual exhortation and 
folemn praife. Thefe meetings were frequently held in the evening. 
We read of one, in the Adts of the apoftles, which was continued 
till the dawning of the day. 

The method of adminiftering and receiving the Lord’s fupper 
was not greatly different from what is now practifed in Chriftian 
churches. It is to be obferved, however, that this holy inftitution 
was generally, if not invariably accompanied by fealts, which were 
called fealts of love or charity. The defign of thefe focial feafts 
appears to have been good ; but they were foan, in fome inflances, 
at leaft, perverted to licentious and cenfurable purpofes. 

With refpe& to baptifm it is to be obferved, that in this century 
it was not adminiftered in public worfhipping aflemblies, but with- 
out, in places prepared for the purpofe ; nor is it to be denied that 
the ordinance was, in all reafonable probability, often, if not gener- 
ally, adminiftered in this century by immerfion or plunging the 
bodies of the fubjeéts under water, No objection, therefore, can 
reafonably be urged againft this mode of adminiftering the ordi, 
nance 
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nance but fuch as may arife from prudential confiderations. 
But while I thus exprefs my belief in immerfion, as valid, and 
Chriftian baptifm when fuitably adminiltered, I would not be 
underftood as infinuating that no other mode of adminiftration is 
proper and equally valid. But to enter into the controverfy be- 
tween my Baptift brethren, and thofe who are with me in fenti- 
ment, is not my defign. Thofe of that denomination, in gen- 
eral, with whom I am acquainted, I efteem, I love and em- 
brace as Chriftians, and as advocating the caufe of evangelical re- 
ligion. Although I cannot but believe the fentiment, which they 
efpoufe, to be erroneous, that immerfion, and this only, is valid bap- 
tifm ; ‘“‘neverthelefs, whereto we have already attained,” I feel dif- 
pofed to walk with them “by the fame rule, and to mind the 
fame thing.” 

As you have not, my fon, examined the controverfy under con- 
fideration, it is my wifh you would do it fo foon as a convenient 
opportunity fhall offer. Several well written treatifes on both fides 
of the fubjeé&t have lately been iffued from the prefs. You will 
read them, 1 hope, with candour and ferious attention. May the 
great Head of the church lead you to a jult and impartial decifion. 

The difpute between us and our Baptift brethren relative to the 


JubjeGs, is, lapprehend, of more importance than that refpecting 


the mode of baptifm. They, you are fenfible, do not admit that 
infant children, of any defcription, are proper fubjeéts of Chriftian 
baptifm. I wifh you, when you fhall have opportunity for it, 
carefully to examine fcripture records, ecclefiaftical and other 
documents relative to this fubje@. The refult will probably bea 
fatisfattory conviction, that the infants of believers or vifible mem- 
bers of Chrift’s kingdom or church, are to be baptized. You 
mult, however, judge and decide for yourfelf. 

To return from this digrefflion. 

The anointing of perfons, who were apparently fick unto death, 
with oil, accompanied with the prayers of the elders of the church 
was practifed in this century. Of this praétice we have -an ac- 
count in James, ch. v. But the praétice does not appear to have 
been of any long continuance in the church. It probably ceafed 
with the ceafing of miraculous gifts. 

Fafting, although it does not appear to have been enjoined by 
any exprefs law of Chriit or of his apoltics, was a practice obferv- 
ed on fpecial occafions by many Chriftians. In times of diftreff- 
ing judgments, efpecially, they were accuftomed to fet apart days 
for extraordinary prayer, when they afflicted their fouls and abflain- 
ed from their ordinary food. 

I have now briefly paffed in review the leading events, both 
profperous and adverfe, which happened to the Chriftian church 
during the firft century or hundred years after the birth of Chrift. 


From the events ftated in this letter you will be led to reflect, : 
That 
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That as Chrift inftituted a ftanding miniftry in the church to be 
continued to the end of time, for the purpofe of teaching the doc- 
trines and inculcating the precepts of his religion, it mult be the 
indifpenfable duty of all, who have opportunity, ferioufly to attend 
to the public and regular difpenfation of it. 

The Chriftian religion you will readily admit is a pearl of great 
and ineftimable worth, and that, when rightly underftood and duly 
practifed, it will enfure both to individuals and to fociety, and in ev- 
ery point of view, their higheft intereft. You will alfo admit that in 
order to the diffufion of this religion, both as to knowledge and 
practice, in the moft effe€tual manner, it is highly important that 
men of good accomplifhments in literature, in piety and in apti- 
tude to teach, fhould be confecrated to the work of the evangelical 
miniftry. ‘To queftion this, would be virtually to impeach the 
wifdom of the great Head of the church. Itis obvious, then, that 
a regular and devout attendance on the public preaching of the 
gofpel, is an highly interefting and important duty. Without fuch 
attendance, it is not to be expected that our holy religion, and the 
ineftimable bleflings which refult from, or fland connected with it, 
would exift and be enjoyed beyond a fhort period of time. The 
Chriftian world would foon be deprived of their deareft privileges 
and enjoyments, and fink into a {tate of Gothic ignorance and bar- 
barifm. In what point of light, then, muit the conduct of thofe 
be viewed, who wilfully neglect the public worfhtp of God on the 
Sabbath, or who give but occafional attendance? Mult they not 
be efteemed as enemies to our holy religion, as unfriendly to the 
belt interelts ef fociety, and as acting a part highly injurious and 
even deftructive to their own fouls? They certainly can have no 
ju claim to the character, either of Chriftians, of patriots, or good 
citizens. How much foever they may receive patronage and ap- 
plaufe of men, in this age of licentioufnefs and infidelity this will, 
in no degree, fecure them the approbation of God, or of the real 
friends of good order and religion. And may it not pertinently 
be afked, whether they, who countenance and fupport men of this 
character by giving them their fuffrages for pofts of honorary dif- 
tinction and refponfibilitv, muft not be chargeable with the guilt 
of thofe, who “ juftify the wicked ?”? Muft they not be “ partak- 
ers with them in their fins,” and expofe themfelves to a fhare “in 
their plagues?’ It is devoutly to be hoped that thefe confidera- 
tions will, ere long, powerfully arreft public attention and duly in- 
fluence public conduct. As thefe remarks are not defigned to 
point at any particular fect of men, exclufively, either political or 
religious, you will make no exclufive application. But to whom- 
foever they will apply, let the application be made. 

As you, my fon, are obliged, by college law, to attend regularly 
on the public worfhip of God, you ought not haftily to conclude 
that 
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that you attend from choice, or from any proper motive. While 
I indulge the hope that your attendance is from principle, 
let me ferioufly admonith you, with much diligence accompanied 
by prayer, to examine into the real grounds of it, remembering 
that they who worfhip God acceptably mutt do it with all readi- 
nefs of mind, in fpirit and in truth. 

As baptifm and the Lord’s fupper were inftituted by Chrift, in 
the church, to be of perpetual continuance, and as they conftitute 
a molt reafonable, as well as eafy fervice, does not a neglect of thefe 
inftitutions furnifh much evidence of ungrateful and impious dif- 
regard of their great and glorious [nftitutor? But how many are 
ch; argeable with this guilt! Have we not much reafon to appre- 
hend that fuch delinqu: ents, in general, are ftrangers to the love of 
Chrift, and that, ere long, unlefs repentance and fincere obedience 
prevent, they mult know by woful experience the full import of 
thofe dreadful words, Anathema Maranatha! I with you, my dear 
fon, to reflect on this fubje& with application to yourfelf, with fear 
and trembling. Remember; he that believeth and is baptized 
fhall be faved ; that they only are the difciples of Chrift, who are 
difpofed to do the things which he fays, and that he who offendeth 
In one point is guilty of all. O, refle& on thefe things! Let them 
fink deep into your heart, and duly influence your condu&. Think 
not, becaufe you, were baptized in infancy, that you have pratti- 
cally obferved the divine inftitution of baptifm. In your infant 
baptifm, you are to remember, that you were not an agent, and 
therefore, that it can furnifh no evidence of your friendfhip to 
Chrift and his caufe. In thefe refpeéts you are to confider your- 
felf on the fame footing with thofe,on whom the names of the 
facred Tree have never been named. Nor are you to confider 
your infant baptifm, in any fenfe, as your own aé¢t, nor as a mark 
or badge Sf your real difciplefhip to Chrift, until you publicly con- 
fefs his name, and explicitly efpoufe his caufe. This you have not 
done. ‘Think not, then, that you have done any thing with ref- 
erence to your baptifm. But whence is it that you have fo long 
lived in the neglect of eonfefling Chrift before men! More than 
feventeen years of your life have elapfed, and yet you have not. 
appeared on the fide of Chrift, your Saviour, by publicly profeff- 
ing his religion, and complying with his reafonable and dying 
command, “ This do in remembrance of me!’ What have you to 
plead in excufe for this your neglect? Will you plead that it is 
an unreafonable fervice, that it is a hard yoke and heavy burden; 
or that it is neither neceflary nor important that you fhould obey 
Chrift in this particular? You will, I am perfuaded, urge neither 
of thefe pleas. What, then, have you to fay in vindication of 
your conduct? Will you fay that you have not fatisfactory evi- 
dence that you are a Chriftian indeed, or a real friend to — 
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and therefore you neglect to attend on this holy inftitution? Bur, 
my dear fon, what is the true {pirit of this plea? Of what avail 
can it be towards your juftification or excufe? Is not the true im- 
port of it this: “ I apprehend that I am not a real Chriftian, and 
therefore neglect to obey a moft reafonable command of Chrift ? 
I apprehend that I do not love Chrift, and therefore negle& to 
obey his dying command ? I apprehend that I do not love my 
duty, and therefore decline the performance of it!” This is the 
true f{pirit of the plea under confideration. But wil! you fuffer it 
to fatisfy your own confcience ? Can you believe it to be accepta- 
ble in the fight of God, your Saviour? Would you dare to make it 
at the tribunal feat of Chri? Paufeand reflect. Be affured that 
this plea is altogether unreafonable and highly impious. In mak- 
ing it you do but reproach your Saviour and enhance your own 
criminality. O, then, for your foul’s fake, immediately and 
forever abandon it. Repent of paft neglect of duty. Obey 
Chrift from your heart. Confefs him before men. Remember 
him affectionately ; joyfully remember him at the communion ta- 
ble, and unrefervedly devote yourfelf to his fervice. O hearken 
to and obey the voice of the Son of God, that your foul may live; 
but remember, and let it fill you with anxiety, with alarm, with 
amazement, that ifi your ears refufe, you mult die, die the fecond 
death, forever die. 

You perceive from the brief review you have taken of this cen- 
tury, that Chriftians did got confine their religious exercifes of a 
focial and public nature’to the Sabbath.. “They devoted other 
times and feafons to fucH fervices. Does not this confideration 
not only jultify, but poe f recommendfimilar proceedings at the 
prefent day? And is it not of as real importance that Chriftians 
fhould meet together now, for the purpofes of united prayer, 
praife and religious inftructiong on week days, or the evenings 
of week days, as it was then? Are not thefe exercifes pleafant and 
mutually profitable to the prefent, as they were to the primitive 
generation of Chriftians? Do they not in thefe facred employments 
experience the fame devotidhal feelings, the fame holy flame of af: 
fection to God, their Saviour, the fame mutual love and pater- 
nal endearment? In a word, do they not realize the fame. general 
advantages from thefe employments as refulted to thofe who firk 
were known by the honourable name of Chriftians? Whatever 
may be the objections to religious meetings of this defcription, 
or by whomfoever they may be urged, it is believed, that when 
duly regulated and properly conducted they are not only juftifia- 
ble, but productive, in a variety of ways, of very happy effects. 
Nor can it eafily be conceived that the true fpirit of Chriftianity 
fhould, in any place, be ina flourifhing condition where fuch 
meetings are not eltablifhed and zegloufly fupported. May they 
Vol. V. No. 4. T | foon 
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foon be greatly multiplied and be inftrumental to the utter fup- 
preflion of inebriate, diffipated and gleeful aflemblies. Gather 
not, O my fon, with the wicked:of thefe deferiptions. Unto their 
employments let thine honour never be united. I-wifh you ever 
to make thofe your affociates, who-fear the Lord, and who are not 
afhamed of ferioufnefs.and devotion. The meetings of the reliz- 
ious focieties, of which you area member, I truft you regularly 
attend, and pray God that you do this with a view to the divine 
glory and the good of your precious foul. In attending them may 
you have the approbation of the all feeing God, and realize the 
moft fubftantial benefit. That the members of thofe focieties may 
be all favingly taught of God ; that they may: be truly devout ; 
that, by their circumfpec&, humble and fertous deportment, they 
may be inftrumental to the prevalency of experimental and prac- 
tical reliion- among -the ftudents, generally, in the univerfity ; 
that they may fhine as con{fpicuous lights, and be eminently and 
extenfively ufeful in the world, is my heart’s defire and prayer to 
God. 

1 had contemplated: making a few more reflections, but as they 
would be of minor importance, and as I have already protracted: 
this letter to an immoderate length, they will be difpenfed with. 
At prefent I fhall only add, that L am, very affectionately, your 
father. N— E. 


‘ ‘To be continued. 








Selections. 


THE RIDICULE OF INFIDELS PREMATURE. 
Where is the promife of his.coming ? 2 Pet. iii. 4. 


- INFIDELS may boaft that they have got rid of the prejudices 
ef education:and the qualms of confcience; but they remain in 
total uncertainty about futurity, and cannot free themfelves from 
uneafinefs and alarm. The Lord has not only promifed to come 
again to judge the world, to be glorified in his faints, and te be ad- 
mired in all them that believe; but to take vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gofpel. This fills the’ 
unbelieving with apprehenfion, fo that, as Mr. Paine fays, when 
they view it as a truth, they are the mere flaves of terror; their 

reat labour, therefore, is to perfuade themfelves that it is a falfe- 
Food, The apoftle Peter tells us, that there fhould come in the 
lat days f{coffers, walking after their own lufts, and faying, 
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«« Where is the promife of his coming?’ This prediction has 
been exactly fulfilled, and has received a remarkable accomplifh- 
qmentin our times. We have feen {coffers walking after their own 
lufts, fcoffing at God’s people, {neering at their belief, laughing at 
religion ; .with daring prefumption, ridiculing .the dodtrine of .a 
future judgment, faying, “ Where is the promife of his coming ?” 

Your ridicule, my fellow men, is premature, as we {hall fhew. 
Your pleafantry on this fubject is low indeed, and your wit fhal- 
low in the extreme. Your puzzling queftion is confidered by 
you asa cutting farcafm on our underftandings ; as a:keen fa- 
tire .on our credulity, and as involving us in an inexplicable di- 
lemma. It.is as if you were to fay, “ Where is the promife of 
his coming ? ‘What fools to credit fo eafily a promife fo unlikely 
ever to be fulfilled, whofe.only ufe and defign feems to be to amufe 
weak people, or to be a bugbear to frighten children and old 
women. Yes; his long delay fufficiently indicates, that he has 
mo intention of .coming at all, but that -his promife has either 
failed or been forgotten. It fhould have been accomplifhed long 
ago, if it was ever meant to be accomplifhed at all. Where is the 
promife of his coming? How can you, who trutt in fuch a deceiver 
now, pretend to hold up your faces before liberal, thinking men, ig 
this enlightened age, and call yourfelves his followers ? Defend his 
character now, if you can, and thew, if that be poffible, that he is 
no impoftor, or that your hopes and profpeéts are good for any 
thing.” Such feems to be the utmoft ftretch of the wit couched 
in your overwhelming fheer. Should we be abafhed or confound- 
ed by it? 1 think not. 

Your objection is unfounded. When you afk the queftion, 
“© Where is the promife of his coming ?”” you would have us believe 
that it has failed ; and you think you have reduced us to a dilemma, 
while you vaunt and {coff, as if yoy had proved our Lord an im- 
poftor, and demonftrated that our hopes are gone, and our all is 
lof. But you have proved no fuch thing. You may propofe 
your queftion as eften, and laugh as loud as you pleafe; but this 
does not prove that he is an impoftor, or deceives, or that we are 
_ credulous fools in believing his word. His promife has not failed, 
becaufe he has not yet fulfilled it. He has not fixed the date 
when his promife was to receive its accomplifhment; if he had, 
and that day had pafled by, you might then have vaunted, and 
faid, “ Where is the promife of his coming ?”’ You would, then 
have had a right to have faid, “‘ His word has failed.” But as it 
is, you only expofe your own folly by fcofiing at the promife of 
his coming. But you fay, He promifed to come quickly. Yes, 
and whenever he comes, it will be found by all his enemies, that 
he has come quickly indeed. We muft wait; but we and you 
fhould remember, that one day is with the Lord as a thoufand 
years, 
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years, and a thoufand years as one day. ‘* The Lord is not flack 
concerning his promife, as fome men count flacknefs ; but is long. 
fuffering ; not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all fhould 
come to repentance.” » Your {neering objection then falls to the 
ground, as the Lord has not fixed the day of his arrival; and he 
may yet come and prove his word true. Donot laugh, then, but 
wait, and prepare to meet your God ! 

Your wit is mi/placed. Thefe are ferious fubjeéts, and ought to 
be treated in a ferious manner, and will certamly deeply imprefs 
every ferious mind. Eternity flares you in the face; and your 
{tate and profpeés beyond death and the grave, are forcibly urged 
home on your moft ferious attention. Unlefs thefe bore the ftamp 
of falfehood, or were mere triflés toyou, a contrary conduct to what 
you manifelt is neceflary in attending to them ; but they certainly 
do not wear the ftamp of falfehood, or if they do, you may fhew 
it, as we cannot difcern it; and they are afferedly, if they be 
realities, of the utmoft confequence to you ; here, efpecially, levity 
and indifference are quite out of place. — 

Your ridicule is premature ? your boafting is certainly far too 
eafy ; you fhould wait awhile before you call the truth or certain- 
ty of his coming in queftion. It is neceflary for you to do much 
more than you have yet done, ‘before you are fafe, continuing as 
you are. You mutt prove that he will never come, that there will 
be no future judgment, nor future mifery ; then, and not till 
then, you may go on and live as you pleafe, and laugh at the 
confequences ; but remember the Lord hath fhewn his ability, and 
demonttrated his determination to call you toa ftrié account, 
and infli& upon you the threatened punifhment. That. he is able 
to punifh, and that he’ will certainly punifh all the unbelieving and 
impenitent, is evident from what he has done already. He de- 
ftroyed the old world, becaufe of the wickednefs of thofe who 
dwelt upon it, bringing in the fldod upon the world of the ungod- 
ly. _He overwhelmed Sodom and Gomorrah, and the other cities 
of the plain, by fire from heaven, on account of the crimes uf 
their inhabitants; and the feven nations of Canaan were over- 
thrown, the very land being fick of them, and vomiting them 
out, becaufe of their degeneracy. Do not fay there are no proofs 
of thefe things: the poets and hiftorians of other nations atteft 
the truth of thefe facts; befides that, they ftand recorded in the 
Bible. - But he who thus punifhed the ungedly is the fame 
God ftill, and hates iniquity as ftrongly as ever, and will certainly 
punifh it. ‘There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked.” 
“The wicked and unbelieving fhall not efcape, but fhall go away 
into everlafting punifiment.” When fuch a dreadful judgment 
awaits you, for which you are unprepared, and from which you 
cannot efcape, why will you not take warning, and be perfuaded 
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to flee from the wrath to come?» Your fyftem mifgives you in 
death; but the Chriftian hath hope in death. Do not drink that 
deadly foporific draught adminiftered by modern philoféphers, 
that death is eternal fleep: this would only benumb your fenfes, 
jull you afleep, and finally deftroy you. Examine Chriftianity, 
weigh its evidences, and, difcovering it to be true, believe and 
live. | | UrieEt. 
Falkland. [ Evan. Mag. 


EVANGELICANA. 


THE CLERGY AND DISSENTING MINISTERS. 


‘TT is the duty of fuch men to confine themfelves to the pur- 
pofes for which their employments had been inftituted ; to culti- 
vate peace and good order ; to inftill into the minds of the public 
a rational love of Chriftian morality ; to exhibit in their praétice 
exemplarity of conduct for piety and virtue; to have no other 
competition than that recommended by the gofpel, namely, Who 
fhall moft contribute to promote the great ends of religion and 
morality? From fuch a contention, the ftate muft derive the 
moft important advantages; it were a warfare truly worthy the 
facred title of religion.” 

[ Mr. Pirt’s Speeches, Vol I, 


ENTHUSIASM. 


“WE are accufed of enthufiafm! Are we then fanatics? Are 
we enthufiafts, becaufe, we cry, Do not rob—abftain from murder? 
If by enthufiafm, be meant zeal and warmth, I freely acknowledge 
it; I glory in it. Enthufiafm, when it arifes out of a jult caufe, 
is that which makes men a¢t in it with energy. It is that, without 
which nothing great was ever done fince the creation cf the 
world. Enthufiafm of this fort, I hope, therefore, I fhall always 
poffefs : it is what, in this cafe, we pride ourfelves in! We glory 
yn it !” | 


[ Mr. Fox’s Speech for the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 1792. 





WHEN Dr. Beattie was introduced to the King, at Kew, both 
their Majefties and the Doétor fpoke highly of Lord Dartmouth ; 
and the King added, “ They fay that Lord Dartmouth is an 
enthufiaft'; but, furely, he fays nothing on the fubjeét of religion, 
but what every Chriftian may and ought to fay.” 

[Forses’s Life of Beattic, Vol. 1. p. 271. 


ON 
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@WN THE FUTURE AND UNIVERSAL PROPAGATION OF CHRISTIA® 
KNOWLEDGE. 


By Dr. Ropertson. 


“ AT the time when the difciples of Chrif fet.out, in obedience 
to their Lord’s commands, to teach all nations, no undertaking 
could appear, in the judgment of men, more wild and imprattica- 
ble; but befides the bleffing of God, that accompanied them 
wherever they went, we have difcovered feveral circumftances in 
the fituation of the world, which contributed powerfully towards 
the fuccefs and facility of their enterprize. That the fame effectual 
blefling of God ftill continueth to fecond every fincere and vigorous 
attempt to f{pread the knowledge of his name, we have good rea- 
fon to believe. What powerful unknown caufes may co-operate 
with this blefling of the Almighty, we are not permitted yet to 
difcover ; it cannot, however, be more improbable, that the influ- 
ences of Chriftianity fhall reach farther, than it once was, that 
they fhould reach fo far ; and after we have feen the light of the 
gofpel penetrate into fo many dark places of the earth, why doth 
it feem incredible that its fplendour fhould at laft fill the world, 
- and featter the remainder of darknefs which eovereth the nations ? 

“It is obvious to obferve one circumftance, which cannot fail 
of introducing the gofpel into diftant nations with great advan- 
tage. ‘That part of the world wherein Chriltianity is eftablifhed, 
infinitely furpaffes the reft in all fciences and improvements, 
which raife one nation above another. Of this fuperiority the 
Europeans have availed themfelves to the utmoft, in every proje& 
for extending their empire or commerce. Now the fame attain- 
ments in {cience or policy might be employed to good purpofe on 
the fide of religion ; and though hitherto fubfervient to the defigns 
of intereft or ambition, may we not flatter ourfelves, that, at laft, 
they fhall become noble inftruments in the hand of God for pre- 
paring the world to receive the gofpel? This glorious profpec 
may be diftant, but it is not imaginary. Even in a degenerate 
age, zealous and attive {pirits have arifen, and focieties have been 
formed upon the generous plan of propagating the knowledge of 
Chrift to nations “ far off, which never heard his fame, Nie de 
feen his glory.” What they have already done encourages the 
moft fanguine hopes of farther fuccefs; and if it fhall pleafe God 
to increafe the number, and to ftrengthen the hands of fuch wel] 
difpofed perfons, then might we expec that ‘the defert would 
bloflom as the rofe, and the wildernefs become a fruitful field :” 
then might the fpirit of Chriftianity, which languifhes fo vifibly in 
thofe places where it hath long been planted, revive with new 
vigour in unkgown lands, and thine with its firft fplendour among 
the people who now fit in darknefs, and in the region and fhadow 


of death,” 
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A Catalogue of feafonable good Works, prefented to them that are fandi- 
ed to God, and dare truft him with their riches, expeing the ever- 
lafting riches which he hath promifed ; and are zealous of good works, 
and take it for a. precious mercy, that they may be exercifed therein. 
By Ricwuarp Baxter. 


1. INQUIRE what perfons, burdened with children, or fick- 
nefs, or any fuch, labour under neceflities, and relieve them as 
you are able; and ftill make advantage of it for the benefit of 
their fouls, inftruéting, admonifhing, and exhorting them as 
they have need. 

2. Buy fome plain and roufing books, that tend to converfion, 
and are fitteft for their condition; and give them to the families 
that moft need them. Many have this way received much good. 

3. Take the children of the poor, and apprentice them to honeft 
trades ; and be fure to choofe them godly matters, who will take 
care of their fouls, as well as their bodies. 

4. In very large congregations, which have but one minifter, 
and not able to maintain another, it is a very good work to afford 
fome maintenance for an afliftane. 

5. To fettle {chools.in the more ignorant parts of the country, 
where they are not accufteomed to teach their children to read, is 
avery good work... . 

6. It is one of the beft works I know within the reach of a man’s 
purfe, to aid young men te profecute their ftudies for the Chriltian 
miniftry. Any rich man, thatis willing to do good, may entruft 
fome able, godly minifters with the fitteft youths, and allow them 
neceflary maintenance. How many fouls may be faved by 
the minifiry of one of thefe? and how can money be. better 
ufed ? 

7. Were I to fpeak to princes, or men fo rich and potent as to 
be able to do fo good a work, I would provoke them to do as 
much as the Jefuits have done, in feeking the converfion of fome 
of the vaft Pagan nations, viz. to erect a college for thofe whom 
the Spirit of God fhall animate for fo great a werk ; and to pro- 
cure one or two of the natives, out of the countries whofe conver- 
fion you defign, to teach the ftudents in this ¢ollege their lan- 
guage ; and when they have learned the tongues, to devote them- 
felves to the work, whenever, by the countenance of ambailadors, 
attendants, or any other means, they may procure accefs and lib- 


erty of fpeech. Doubtlefs, God would fir up fome among us” 


to venture on fuch a work. If we are not better principled, dif- 
pofed, and refolved to do or fuffer in fo good a caufe than the 
Jefuits are, we are much to blame ; and though the Mahometans. 
are more cruel than the heathen againft any that openly fpeak 
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againft their fuperftition and deceit, yet God would perfuade 
fome, it is likely, to think it worth the lofs of their lives to make 
fome prudent attempt, in fome of thofe vaft Tartarean countries, 
where Chriftianity hath had leaft accefs. As difficult works as 
thefe are, the Chriflian princes and people are exceedingly to 
blame that they have done no more in attempting them, and have 
not turned their private quarrels into a common agreement, for 
the good of the poor heathen.” [ Baxter’s Works. 





SOME years -fittce, a lady was on a vifit to Mr. D—, of 
Trenton, in North America. One day, whilft at dinner, fhe ob- 
ferved to him, that the negro fervant, who waited, appeared almoft 
too old and infirm for fervice. He replied, Notwithftanding his 
prefent appearance, it was not more than two years fince he had 
purchafed him from on board a fhip; and, at that time, he did 
not appear to be more than thirty years of aBes ftrong, healthy, 
and active : fo much fo, that he intended he fhould have worked 
in the field; but was under the neceflity of changing his intention 
from his great falling-off in ftrength, without any apparent rea- 
fon, not having a day’s illnefs to his knowledge ; but that he had 
obferved he had been exceedingly dejected, till within a few 
months, in which he had been remarkably cheerful and happy. 
He told. her alfo that he had been of great ufe to him in breaking 
him of the habit of fwearing. _ His method ‘was to ftand oppofite 
to his matter, whillt waiting at table ; and every time he took his 
Maker’s name in vain, the negro made a moft profound bow, 
with great folemnity. His mafter afking him, why he did fo? 
he told him, he never heard that Great Name mentioned without 
his whole foul being filled with the greateft awe. One day the 
lady was paffing through the kitchen, and feeing none but him, fhe 
faid, ** What, old man, is there none but you here?” “ Yes, 
Miffa,”” faid he, “there are a great many here befides me ;_ but 
you cannot fee them—they are angels!” He was fo remarkably 
humble, that he would eat nothing but what he met with in the 
plates, after the reft of the family had dined ; and he removed his 
bed into the dog-kennel, faying, it was good enough for him to 
fleep in. Since the time he grew more cheerful, he was always 
finging ; (both the tunes and fongs were of his own making) and 
his chorus was always the fame, which was this, ‘* I fhall be white, 


and I fhall be happy !” [Philadelphian Magazine. 


c 9 ‘Sula. RELIGIOUS 


+8 











1807. ] 





Foreign Religious Intelligence. 





Religious Jntelligence. 


FOREIGN. 


JEWS. 


From a Paris Newspaper.” 


Tue deputies from the Dutch 
Jews, and those from Frankfort on 
the Main, have been admitted into 
the Sanhedrim at Paris; and have 
declared, that they will adhere to 
the doctrinal decisions of the great 
Sanhedrim of France andi Italy. 
The President congratulated them 
on the occasion ; and paid some high 
compliments to the great man whom 
Providence had chosen to be the in- 
strument of its benefits and its mir- 
acles. He éxpressed very sanguine 
hopes relative to the salutary influ- 
ence which the labours of this As- 
sembly would have on the future 
destiny of the Jews. 

“We are presented with an ac- 
count of the persecutions which the 
Jews had undergone in Christian 
countries; and we learn, that, even 
so late as the year 1738, an individu- 
al traveller of this persecuted nation 
could not sleep a single night at 
Strasburgh without paying eight 
sous for a permission; and at the 
same time depositing three livres, 
by way of security, for the toll next 
day. In 1639, a Jew could not en- 
ter that city without a previous ex- 
amination ; and, even after that, he 
was to be accompanied by one of the 
jailors, who was immediately, on the 
conclusion of his business, to con- 
duct him back again to the bar- 
Piers.” 


FRANCE. 


Ow the 25th of February last, a 
very solemn service was celebrated 
in the cathedral church of Mont- 
Pelier, for “the re of the soul 
of the father of his majesty, Napo- 
leon, the emperor of the French, 
who died 22 years ago in that city.” 


Vol. V; No. 4. Vv 


ITALY. 


Kino Joseph has suppressed the 
religious orders throughout his do-« 
minions. The crown takes their 
property, and allows a small pen- 
sion in lieu of their former income ¢ 
about 251. to persons in holy orders. 


HOLLAND. 


Tue Teylerian Society at Haar- 
lem has proposed the following ques- 
tions, as the subject of a Prize Es~ 
say, to be adjudged on the 8th of 
April, 1807 :—1. In what does the 
Difference between Natural and Re« 
vealed Religion consist ?—2. Wheth- 
er various publications have not ap- 
peared at different times, which tend, 
to obscure this difference, and to 
cause the advantages possessed by 
Christianity over the Religion of 
Nature to be forgotten ?/—3. Wheth- 
er, in proportion as these writin 
are disseminated, and the Two Re- 
ligions assimilated to each other in 
every point, the most fata! effects 
may not be expected to result te 
Christianity, Morality, and the Hap- 
pinessof Man? The Prize is a gold 
medal, of 400 florins in value. The 
Essays must be written either in 
Dutch, Latin, French, or English, 


A Letter to Dr. Haweis, from Mr, 
Schoonberg, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, dated Dec. 28, 1800, men- 
tions the following : 


«* My son Edwards, with his fam- 
ily, is returned to the Briquas coun- 
try, in the work of our Saviour; and 
I think it necessary to add, that 
there are in this place, under the 
Highland regiments, some very 
awakened members of the Missiona- 
ry Society ; whe did, at first, in my 
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house, and after that (it being too 
small) perform their usual diviné 
services in the meeting house of 
Mrs. Moller, different times every 
week; and now, being encamped 
near Wynberg, sometimes preach 
the gospel to their comrades in the 
open field. This dear company not 
only shame our nominal Christians, 
but even those in the direction of 
the Society in this capital, by their 
zeal and fervency.” 


Sel 


BAPTIST MISSION IN BENGAL. 


The Sixteenth Number of Periodi- 
cal Accounts, relative to this 
Mission, is just published; and 
contains a number of pleasing ar- 
ticles of information. The follow- 
ing letter contains the latest intel- 
ligence : 


Extract from the General Letter to 
the Society. 


March 21, 1806. 


~  THouGH our success has not 
been equal to our wishes, yet our 
hearts are often gladdened by seeing 
a goodly company ef poor, perishing 
Rheathen sit down to commemorate 
our Saviour’s death,- who are, we 
trust, the trophies of his grace. The 


ehurch received last vear an addi- 


tion of 34 members, 3lof whom are 
natives. Three of them are at this 
time suspended from communion; 
but we have hopes of two of them at 
least being speedily restored. Since 
the beginning of the year we have 
baptized eight persons. 

** At present we have several in- 
quirers, one of whom comes from 
near Benares. The church at Se- 
rampore now. consists of 82 mem- 
bers, whose walk and conversation, 
with a few exceptions, afford us 
much pleasure. 

‘In the beginning of January, 
brethren Ward, Fernand2z, and 
Moore, accompanied our dear 
brethren. Maylin and Fernandez, 
jun. to the ship lying in Saugur 
Roads, near the mouth of the river. 





[Sept. 


From thence they went to Saugur 
Island, a celebrated bathing place of 
the Hindoos ; and the day after their 
arrival they were joined by three na- 
tive brethren, who left Serampore 
soon after their departure. An im- 
mense multitude of people were as- 
sembled at the Island; amongst 
whom they preached, and distribu- 
ted pamphlets, and the people were 
eager to hear andread. They spent 
a day or two at Cutwa, in their way 
up the country. 

“ Brother Chamberlain’s active 
exertions afford us much pleasure. 
He has frequently an opportunity of 
preaching to large assemblies, and 
is often employed in preaching and 
distributing tracts fer hours togeth- 
er. We hope our brother will soon 
see with joy the fruits of his labours 
at Cutwa. The followmg is an ex- 
tract of his letter to us im February ; 

‘The last has been a. week of 
great exertion and of great affliction. 
Some thousands of people have pass- 
ed through Cutwa, in their way to 
(the idol) Jaggernaut: amongst 
whom Kangalee and I have been 
very much employed in preachin 
and distributing tracts. Many wil 
acknowledge that they are going 
this long journey for nothing, and 
yet cannot be dissuaded from it. 
Last week some great people passed 
through Cutwa, with an elephant 
and two horses, a present for the 
idol. Mr. W. and myself went to 
see them. They behaved with 

at politeness, and conversed with 
reedom. One wasan elderly man, 
who had seen the scriptures, and 
professed, in some degree, to ap- 
prove of them. 

‘ I have not been able to go to the 
villages around us during the past 
week ; but have been engaged twice 
aday, for several hours together, 
at the Gunge, which has much ex- 
hausted my spirits. Last evening 
a number of Brahmans and others, 
loaded Kangalee and me with abuse ; 
and manifestéd the greatest enmity 


against the gospel that I have ever 
seen inthe country.” The following 
is an extract of Mr. C.’s letter to us. 


« I informed 


ia March :-—~ 
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*I informed you in my last, that 
J was going to Keble Eshor. Bro- 
ther Kangalee and I went; and 
were absent from home four days. 
There was a vast concourse of peo- 
ple: they heard the word with great 
attention. We were two days 
amongst them, and distributed sev- 
eral thousand tracts. Last Lord’s 
day-week was a great day among 
the Hindoos. About 20,000 people 
were at Cutwa, to bathe in Gonga ; 
among whom we were engaged 
four days without intermission. The 
Gunge people, who have lately man- 
ifested much opposition, stirred up 
the country people against.us, so 
that few could be persuaded to take 
papers; and they that had taken 
them, mostly returnedthem, Kan- 
galee was much discouraged, and so 
wasI; but I endeavoured to en- 
courage him, telling him, that 
though they triumphed, yet we were 
not conquered. The next day we 
went out, and gave away four bun- 
dles of papers ; and not a dog mov- 
edhis tongue againstus. The peo- 
ple among whom we were to-day 
were generally intelligent, and could 
read and write. Two or three dis- 
puted. One, in the face of hun- 
dreds of people, ingenuously con- 
fessed that he was lost; and that he 
did not know whither he was going, 
nor the reasons for what he did. 
This evening, reviewing the work of 
the day, I gave thanks to God with 
a heart full of joy. What a pleas- 
ure to be able to preach to a hun- 
dred villages at once, and to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of salvation 
to thousands in a-day 

** Our beloved brother Fernandez 
has appropriated 10,000 rupees to 
the mission. He wished the breth- 
ren to accept the sum immediately ; 
but this. we declined. He however 
applies the interest to the support 
ef the mission.” 





HIBERNIAN SOCIETY. 


At the Annual Meeting of the Hi- 
bernian, Society, held at the New 
London Tavern, on the 12th of 
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March, 1807, which was. respect- 
able and numerous, the following 
Report was made by the Com- 
mittee :-— 


Report of the Committee of the Hi- 
bernian Society, for the Diffusion oF 
Religious Knowledge in Ireland, 


Tue Committee beg leave to 
state, That, soon after their appoints 
ment, in addition to ether means for 
promoting the great object of the 
Society, they commenced an exten- 
sive correspondence with intelligent 
Christians in Ireland, in order more 
precisely to ascertain the religious 
state of the country, and conse- 
quently the measures which were 
most proper to be adopted. 

The following detail is submitted 
as the result of that correspondence : 
a detail which, in the judgment of 
the Committee, further evinees the 
importance of those exertions, with 
a view to which the Hibernian So- 
ciety was instituted. 

The province of Connaught, 
which comprehends several coun- 
ties in the west of Jreland ; and the 
province of Munster, which com- 
prehends several counties in the 
south, appear to be the most desti- 
tute of religious knowledge, and 
the means of acquiring it. 

In the counties of Waterford, 
Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Wexford, 
and Carlow, there are, compared 
with the population of the country, 
but few Sunday Schools; in many 
of which the attendance is very dis- 
couraging. The proportion of Pa- 
pists to Protestants in these coun- 
ties is twenty to one; scarcely any 
of the former, and few, compara- 
tively, of the latter, possess copies 
of the scriptures. 

The province of Leinster stands 
next in order, which, though much 
more favourably circumstanced, 
than the provinces already mention- 
ed, is stated to be, in some places, 
destitute of the means of acquiring 
religious igstruction. In the coun- 
ty of Kilkenny, which belongs to 
this province, the Committee are 
happy to report, that there is a 
monthly meeting of the clergymen 
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of the established church, whose 
zeal has stirred up very many, and 
whose exertions have been attended 
with the best effects. | 

The province of Ulster, more gen- 
erally called the North, is by far the 
most enlightened pes of Ireland ; 
and the desire of hearing the gos- 
SS seems increasing among its in- 

abitants. 

Upon a review of the state of re- 
ligious knowledge in the country at 
large, the Committee are assured 
that, notwithstanding the fervent 
piety and zeal of some eminent 
clergymen, the exertions of the Mis- 
sionaries in the connexion of the late 
Rev. Mr. Wesley, and the labours 
of some Presbyterian and independ- 
ent ministers, the latter of whom 
are principally confined to northern 
counties, many parts of Ireland con- 
tinue to exhibit all the traces of 
spiritual barbarism, in a degree 
which the friends of Christianity 
cannot too deeply deplore, or too 
zealously endeavour to obliterate. 

Great difficulties occur in the es- 
tablishment of Sunday Schools, the 
Catholic priests always manifesting, 
as might have been expected, much 
opposition. As children in the 
south have no regular employment, 
it is thought that week-day schools 
would be more encouraged by their 
parents ; more especially as even the 
Catholics da not, génerally, object 
to their children being taught to 
read the Bible as a school book ; 
and as many of the parents, who 
cannot themselves read, seem anx- 
jous that their children should not 
Jabour under the same disadvantage. 

The expense of a school, for the 
instruction of 50 children, on work- 
ing days, varies from 10l. to 4@l. ac- 
cording as a neighbourhood supplies 
more or fewer parents who are will- 
ing to pay a small sum for their own 
children, or persons who are _ inclin- 
ed thus to aid the children of others. 
Some judicious correspondents re- 
commend, that all the children 
should pay a trifle ; which, they say, 
would cause the schools to be better 
attended than if they were entirely 


free. 
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It is apprehended that few per- 
sons, qualified to teach in these 
schools, would be obtained in the 
south; but, it is hoped, that some 
might be found in the north. It 
appears, however, that teachers 
from England would be preferable. 
In many places, the disposition of 
persons of property ae ig influence 
is friendly to the improvement of 
the inferior class of inhabitants. In 
some, it is to be lamented, a total 
indifference prevails. 

There is reason to believe that 
many of the Roman Catholics would 
thankfully receive, and eagerly read 
the scriptures, could they obtain 
them. At the same time, it may be 
presumed, many of their priests 
would exert their influence to pre- 
vent them. . 

The Committee are also endeav- 
ouring to obtain information relative 
to the best method of introducing 
religious knowledge among those 
to whom, if the scriptures were 
read, or sermons were preached, 
except in the Irish language, they 
would be unimpressive and unwel- 
come. This is the more important, 
as it is presumed that the number 
of such persons cannot be less than 
two millions. It must be added, 
that the Catholics, in various parts 
of the country, have an aversion to 
the English language, as being em- 
phatically the language of Protes. 
tants; and that this aversion is 
promoted by their priests. . 

While the Committee have been 
engaged in procuring information, 
in order to determine where their 
exertions were most needed, and 
could be best directed, they have in 
the mean time entered upon the 
more direct prosecution of the bu- 
siness with which they were entrust- 
ed. They have employed, for some 
months, a preacher to labour in the 
city of Cork and its vicinity ; and 
have, at different times, voted smal] 
sums to various zealous ministers 
who have made excursions under 
their patronage. They have like- 
wise engaged a well recommended, 
preacher for twelve months, who, at 
present, is employed in some | 
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and establishing Sunday-schools 
round Loch Neagh, in the province 
of Ulster. Phar bessa also engaged 
Mr. D. Cook, minister of the gos- 
pel near Auchlachroy, to itinerate 
for three months, during the sum- 
mer, in different parts of Ireland. 
They have likewise the pag of 
obtaining the services of two other 
ministers in the same way : and also 
two preachers, recommended by the 
Rev. G. Hamilton, minister of the 
gospel at Armagh. The two latter 
they design sending tu the southern 
provinces. 

The Committee have also voted 
20/. to the Rev. Mr. Shaw, towards 
the support of a seminary for school- 
masters, lately erected by him. 

Under the auspices of the society, 
Bibles and Testaments, to the 
amount of more than a thousand, 
gratuitously sent by the public, have 
‘been forwarded to Ireland, to be dis- 
tributed by persons, in whose judg- 
ment and zeal the Committee can 
implicitly confide. 

The Committee, in the course of 
their correspondence, have been re- 
peatedly urged by respectable 
friends in Ireland to send over # de- 
putation of their number, that they 
may become better acquainted with 
the state of things there, to concert 
measures with friends on the spot, 
for the future operations of the So- 
ciety in the different provinces; and 
likewise to select Committees of 
Correspondence in various parts of 
the kingdom. 

After maturely considering this 
matter, they have unanimously re- 
solved to send over a deputation du- 
ring the ensuing summer. 

The deplorable ignorance and aw- 
ful irreligion which prevail in that 
part of the United Kingdom, should 
operate as a powerful stimulous to 
the liberality and ardent exertions 
of every denomination of Protest- 
ants ; for it is to be lamented, that 
the state of Ireland has not hitherto 
made that impression on the minds 
of those who profess Christianity, 
which iis wretched circumstances 
were calculated to produce. 
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Are our fellow-men, yea, our own 
countrymen, perishing for want. of 
the bread of heaven, which falls so 
thick around our habitations? Shall 
we supinely say, “*Be ye warmed, 
be ye filled,” without reaching forth 
our hands to the poor and needy? 
Who are so poor, so needy, as thos 
who are perishing for lack of know]- 
edge ! a 

It is therefore hq), 5, that Chris- 

. : », Pe?! 

tjans will be excitea co come for- 
ward to the assistance of those whose 
necessities loudly cry, ** Come over 
and help us :” and we humbly trust, 
that, in consequence of the efforts 
of the Hibernian Society, multi- 
tudes, who have hitherto been the 
dupes of ignorance and the slaves of 
superstitio, may be brought into 
the glorious light, and enjoy the full 
liberty of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” 


UTILITY OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS. 


To the Editor of the Evan. Mag. 
Rev. Sir, 


Asa member of the committee 
of the Religious Tract Society, I 
have been highly gratified by the 
perusal of a letter from two worthy 
persons, resident in a populous town 
in Hampshire ; and as the object of 
the letter is very important, and the 
communication of it may prove very 
beneficial, 1 beg you to insert the 
following extract : 

“A few young men, mecting once. 
a week for the purpose of religious 
edification, and wishing to do what 
is in their power for the furtherance 
of the gospel, have established a 
monthly collection, in order to do 
good in that way which shall appear 
to be most eligible. Knowing that 
the publications of the Rehgious 
Tract Society have been the instru- 
ments, ‘in God’s hand, of doing 
much good, we wish to become sub. 
scribers thereto, in the name of Mr. 
W. D. our acting treasurer; and 
you will oblige us by sending, per 

ecvach, 
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eoach, a number of tracts, to the 
amount of the money which we now 
transmit,” &c. 

I beg leave to add, that the com- 


‘mittee of the Religious Tract So- 


ciety have entered, with great plea- 
sure, into the views and designs of 
this association. These worthy per- 
sons have been admitted, collec- 
tively, to be “ie subscribers to the 
Religious Tre, Society, and to par- 
tuke of every\p.svilege arising there- 


from ; and the committee has pre- 
sented them with a complete collec- 
tion of the Society’s Tracts. 

I have, however, a further purpose 
in view, besides the mere communi- 
cation of this intelligence. 1 would 
most earnestly recommend to. the 
members of Christian churches, and 
other pious persons connected with 
them, to form similar associations 


for like benevolent purposes. 
{ Evan. Mag. 


Obituarp. 


Biographical Sketch of Ricnarp Devens, Esq, 


Who died Sept. 20, 1807, aged 86 years. 


Goop men, though dead, speak 
to the living by their example, when 
it is exhibited for their instruction 
and imitation. _ With this view we 
write the following sketch : 

Ricuarp Devens, Esq. was 
born in Charlestown, Sept. 1721. 
Of his ancestors, and the early part 
of his life, we have Jittle informa- 
tion, except what we derive from 
his last will and testament. In this 
instrument he informs us, that he 
had to struggle with “ great and un- 
speakable troubles,” and that he 
was left in a peculiar sense a child 
of Providence, and dependent on 
his care. By the blessing of God, 
however, on his industry, he soon 
rose from his depressed circumstan- 
ces, first to a state of comfort, andaf- 
terward to a state of affluence; and 
his prosperity continued till his 
death. | 

From a native strength of mind, 
quick discernment, careful observa- 
tion, uprightness of character, and 
commendable industry, Mr. Devens, 
without the advantages of educa- 
tion, ‘became qualified to fill, with 
usefulness and reputation, many of- 
fices of honour and trust in the town 
and commonwealth. Previous ta 


the American revolution, and at difs 
ferent periods afterward, he sustain- 
ed the offices of Selectman, Over- 
seer of the Poor, Justice of the 
Peace, Treasurer and Representa- 
tive of the Town, and President and 
Director of Bridge and other Cor- 
porations and Societies. He was a 
member of the general court at that 
critical and anxious period of pub- 
lic affairs in 1774, in those “ times 
which tried men’s souls,” when they 
resolved themselves into a provin- 
cial congress; was an active mem. 
ber of that confidential body of men, 
the Committee of Safety ; and after- 
ward was appointed Commissary 
General of the state of Massachu- 
setts, in the year 1775, and was an- 
nually rechosen to that responsible 

office so long as it was continued. 
As a husband, parent and friend, 
he was affectionate and kind; asa 
counsellor in difficulties, wise and 
faithful; as a patriot, ardent, in- 
trepid and active, especially in the 
early part of our revolution; as a 
public officer, upright and useful ; as 
a Christian and a father to the poor, 
eminent and distinguished. As a 
Christian, Mr. Devens was a pillap 
in the church of which he was a 
member ; 
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member ; a cheerful and liberal sup- 
porter of the gospel ministry; a 
constant and devout attendant on 
public worship, and the ordinances 
of religion. .In faith he was a dis- 
ciple of the old school. He em- 
braced, as the truth of God, the doc- 
érines of grace, as they are summed 
up in the  Assembly’s Catechism ; 
for these doctrines he was ever a 
firm advocate. He waiked in the 
‘old paths,” which he deemed 
“the good way.” The doctrines, 
which he so firmly believed, and the 
efficacy of which we trust he felt in 
the renewal and sanctification of his 
own heart, formed the basis of all 
his hopes of future happiness, and 
et ic him in the discharge of 
is Christian duties of piety and be- 
nevolence. His good works were 
the fruit and evidence of his. faith ; 
not the ground. of his justification 
before God. No man ever appear- 
ed to have a deeper sense of the de- 
pravity of his own heart, of the de- 
fects in his Christian life, and of the 
worthlessness of his own righteous- 
ness, than he entertained. His own 
striking words, which are copied 
from that solemn instrument, his 
last will and testament, follow: “ I 
recommend my soul to Him who 
ve it; having no one recommend- 
ing qualification of my own, all my 
righteousness being but “ filthy 
rags,” through a total moral deprav- 
ity of heart, the whole of my con- 
duct being stained with spiritual pol- 
lution. I rest my hope of justifica- 
tion and resurrection to eternal life 
wholly on the mercy of God, through 
the merit and intercession of a glo- 
rious Saviour, Jesus Christ.” This 
recious Saviour, we trust, he em- 
raced in the arins of faith, with 
lively joy; and being spared, as 
was the pious Simeon, to a very ad- 
vanced age, he could no doubt on 
ood grounds say with him, ‘* Now, 
Lord. lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace, for mine eyes have secn 
thy salvation.” 

The other distinguishing feature 
in his character, his beneficence to 
the poor, which appears to have 
been the fruit of his Christian faith, 
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is particularly worthy of our notice 
and imitation. In respect to his 
feelings and conduct towards the 
poor generally, andto the widows 
and fatherless particularly, he ap- 
pears to have taken for his pattern, 
that eminent servant’of the Lord, 
Job, in the days of his prosperity. 
Like him, he “delivered the poor 
that cried, and the fatherless, and 
him that had none to help him. 
The blessing of him that was ready 
to perish came upon him, and he 
caused the widow’s heart to sin 
for joy. He was eyes to the blinds 
and feet to the lame. He was a fa- 
ther to the poor, and the cause which 
he knew not he searched out.” In 
consequence, * when the ear heard 
him, then it blessed him, ‘and when 
the eye saw him, it gave witness to 
him.” His known charities to the 
poor and unfortunate, and his con- 
tributions to various religious and 
other useful purposes, were remark- 
ably liberal; and as he was anxious 
that his left hand should not know 
what his right hand did, we have 
reason to conclude that his private 
charities, which willnever be known 
till proclaimed at the day of judg- 
ment, were not inconsiderable. 
There was one species of charity, 
the most valuable and fruitful of 
benefit to the souls of men, of al- 
most any other, and which he pur- 
sued to a great extent; and that is 
the purchase and dispersion of Bi- 
bles, and religious books and tracts, 
among the poor in various parts of 
New England, particularly in the 
frontier settlements. The number 
of books thus distributed at his ex- 
pense can never probably be esti- 
mated. It is presumed, from what 
is known, that the number would 
much exceed 100,000. God gave 
him the means to do good, and 
with the means a heart to employ 
them in his service, for the benefit 
of his fellow men. His active be- 
nevolence continued to the day of 
his death. Rarely has a man died, 
at his advanced age, whose loss is 
so extensively and sensibly felt. 
But he ceases not to be useful now 
that he isin his grave. A liberal 
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ortion of the means he employed 
in doing good while he lived, are left 
in his will to operate in the same 
way now that he is gone. Eight 
bank shares of the United States 
Bank are bequeathed to the use of 
the poor of his native town, and an 
handsome sum to four religious so- 
cicties, for the purpose of aiding in 
propagating the gospel.* 

Such a noble example of industry 
in business, of fidelity in office, of 
Christian piety and beneficence, it 
is hoped, will animate others whom 
God hath: blessed with talents and 
wealth, to “‘ go and do likewise.” 

*‘ Blessed are the dead, who die 
in the Lord; from henceforth they 





* To the fund of the Baptist Edu- 
cation Society, for the purpose of edu- 
cating pious, indigent youth for the 
gospel ministry, ten shares in the Fire 
and Marine Insurance Corporation in 
Boston. To the Connecticut Mission- 
ary Society, ten shares. To the Mas- 
gcchusetts Missionary Society, ten 
shares, To the Hampshire Mission- 
ary Society, ten shares of the same 
stock. 
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rest from their labours, and their 
works do follow them.” 


Diep, at Little Compton, Sept. 
16, 1807, John Haskins Shepard, 
son of the Rev. Mase Shepard, aged 
18. It is presumed his acquaint- 
ance will not think we say too much, 
when we say, he was truly a very 
amiable and promising youth. His 
affectionate parents, under this sore 
bereavement of Divine Providence, 
are not without that consolation, 
whieh is so dear to pious parents, 
viz. that his peace was made with 
God. Through a long and painful 
sickness he manifested distinguish- 
ed patience and resignation to the 
divine will. In his fast moments 
he had the composure to bid his 
parents a long farewe/, and breathed 
out his soul in commending his de- 
parting spirit to the Lord Jesus. 
An appropriate and pertinent dis- 
course was delivered on the occa- 
sion, by the Rev. Isaac Tompkins 
of Haverhill, from John xviii. 11, 
The cup which my Father hath givew 
me, shall I not drink it ?. 


— 

DONATION TO THE CENT SOCIETY. 
Received pf the Rev. Samuel Niles for the Cent Society, 13 dollars and 
‘40 cents, from the Pembroke Society, omitted in the former publication 


through mistake. 
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EXTRACT FROM COWPER’S POEM ON TRUTH, 


Representing the Condition of the Believer at the Day of Fudgment. 

Att joy to the believer ! He can speak— 

Trembling, yet happy; confident, yet meek :— 

Since the dear hour that brought me to thy foot, 

And cut up all my follies by the root, 

I never trusted in an arm but thine, 

Nor hop’d, but in a righteousness divine : 

My prayers and alms, imperfect and defil’d, 

Were but the feeble efforts of a child; 

Howe’er performed, it was their brightest part, 


That they proceeded from a 
Cleans’d in thine own all-puri 


hea eart : 
ifying blood, 


Forgive their evil, and accept their good. 

I cast them at thy feet—my only plea 

Is what it was—dependence upon thee ; 
While struggling in the vale of tears below, 
That never fail’d, nor shall it fail me now. 


Pride falls unpitied, never more to rise ; 


Angelic gratulations rend the skies : ¢ 


Humility is crown’d, and faith receives the prize. 
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